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Letter from the President of Scottsdale Artists League

Hi My Fellow Artist Friends and Art Lovers,

2024 – A whole year of new beginnings, fresh starts, and 
opportunities to expand our creative circles…. January is unique in 
that its gift is the calm after the storm.  A time for introspection.  
Regrouping. Relaxing your shoulders and breathing deeply.  It is 
a great time to write down some hopes and aspirations.  When you 
get to December of 2024, what do you want to have accomplished?  
It’s not only making plans about things you hope to do, but with 
January and a whole new year ahead, what inner changes do 
you want to see?  For me, it’s being even more present – with 
family, friends, myself, and even my art.  Listening more closely to 
hear what isn’t being said.  Offering a kind word, a kind thought.  
Really seeing.  And isn’t that what being an artist is truly 
about ............seeing things that others don’t see and offering a 
deeper perspective through our artistic eyes?
My wish for you this month is the gift of seeing ..... truly noticing.  
Savoring moments and allowing the magic to flood your soul and 
dance through your creative hands.  Enjoying the quietness this 
season offers before Spring peeks through.

Warmly and with much love,

Shannon
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-General Meeting-
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Westminster show
Barbarann Mainzer:
Barbarann Mainzer reported that the new Westminster show has been 
hung. There are 9 artists participating and $150.00 has been raised from 
entry fees.Franco Valentini: Newsletter & Webmaster

Shannon O'Donnell: President

General
The meeting was officially called to order at 6:45.
Shannon pointed out that as is our custom, we have a Christmas/Holiday Party in lieu of 
a General Meeting in December. 

            everything looked beautiful and festive.

Several SAL members came early to help decorate - 
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Members who painted one or more 4x4 tiles for our exchange placed their paintings on the display 
table 

and picked numbers out of a bag to determine the order of 
choosing favorite panels.

After everyone had a chance to fill their plates with a variety of delicious appetizers, main dishes, and 
delightful desserts, 
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Shannon announced the start of the 4x4 
exchange. Donna Lewis chose #1 so 
she started the exchange followed by all 
artists who painted the 4x4  tiles. 

We had almost 40 paintings entered!
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Next, we drew tickets for our usual door prizes before the main event – ARTIST OF THE YEAR!

Kathleen Lawrence-Davis won the Az Art Supply gift certificate and Ute Merkle won the 50/50 raffle. 

ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2023! 

The artwork of all 2023 Artists of the Month have been viewed by SAL artists attending the event 
and then evaluated by Jim Garrison and Dave Flitner acting as judges. 

Jim Garrison and Dave Flitner, our fantastic Critique Leaders, spent quite a long time evaluating 
each piece of art that won Artist of the Month this year. And the winner was/is…. drum roll……. 
Craig Lomas with his pastel painting called, “The Great Blue Heron”. It was definitely stiff 
competition. Winning Artist of the Year among such incredibly talented artists is very prestigious. 
Congratulations, Craig!

and then the main event.....
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Before ending for the evening, we thanked Jim and Dave for being such assets to our League. Their 
monthly Critique sessions are popular and it’s not surprising – we all learn so much from the wisdom 
they share every month. Again, THANK YOU Jim and Dave – we truly appreciate you both!!!
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More Information and Announcements

. 

Kick Back With the Artist

Cheryl Prather invites you to “Kick Back With the Artist” at the Fountain Hills Artists’ Gallery 
on January 3, 2024 Wednesday.
I am the featured artist for the evening. Appetizers and beverages will be served, door prizes 
will be awarded. I’d love to see SAL members there!  Thanks!



Meet the Artist
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I began drawing when I was very young. My mother was 
very artistic, so I probably got that gene from her. I grew  
up in Des Moines, Iowa, and much of my education was   
in art. From sixth grade on, I loved art in school, and I was 
fortunate to attend Des Moines Technical High School 

It is a real pleasure to announce that  Jerry Cave joined 
Scottsdale Artists League.

Welcome to SAL Jerry!

He submitted this brief biography to introduce himself:

which had an extensive, very focused, art program.
I greatly enjoy studying other artists’ work, and could spend days in art galleries. I 
don’t know that any artist is ever 100% satisfied with their work, and I continually try to 
improve with every painting I do. Currently, I’m enjoying painting with acrylics, which 
are a bit challenging as they tend to dry very quickly. However, I like their water-
solubility, and I think I’ve pretty much figured them out.
A good friend recently told me she thought my work was “totally believable,” and that is 
the effect I try to achieve. Capturing a moment in time is what my art is to me, and 
when I complete a painting, that moment is there forever for others to see.
My wife, Deborah, and I moved from Kansas to Arizona 28 years ago, and now live in 
Gold Canyon. I welcome commission work, so if you have a favorite picture you’d like 
painted, feel free to contact me.

Below and in the following pages are photos of some Jerry's creations:
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January 2024 Speaker 

 
become a very important part of her life and she credits it, in large part, for her growth and 

Our January 2024 speaker is Freddie Lieberman.

Freddie Lieberman’s art career began at age 3, in the early
morning hours, when she created a crayon mural on her 
grandparents’ newly painted living room walls. 
It was not a well received artistic endeavor.
Thanks to two wonderful dedicated high school art teachers, 
Freddie pursued a BFA at the University of Illinois and then 
worked as an art teacher in Chicago. Her path to becoming 
a mixed media contemporary artist took many twists and 
turns. Murals, graphic designs and faux finishes on walls, 
portrait chairs and benches, life-size stand-up movie and 
sports stars and pets.
Freddie began doing freelance paintings about 18 years 
ago and joined the Scottsdale Artists League shortly after. It 
has 
success as an artist. The camaraderie, friendships and learning opportunities are priceless.

Here below and in the following page you can admire some of Freddie's creations.



��
�ottsdale 
•�rtists 

"---jgague 

Page 14



Page 15

 November/December News from Arizona Art Alliance

Tess Mosko Scherer  she | her Executive 
Director Arizona Art Alliance 
info@AzArtAlliance.com  | 928-300-7185 
#ArtTogetherNow

Greetings,

Trusting this finds you well.
This month I am combining the November and December newsletter into one.  With 
the busy holiday season approaching, I want to spare you an overflowing inbox.  Be  
sure to scroll down to see what's happening over the next few weeks.

With Thanksgiving looming around the corner, I find myself feeling evermore grateful 
for the many blessings in my life; my family, friends and an incredible community of 
artists.  Over the years I have cultivated a practice of Gratitude.  Indugle me a 
moment, while I share that here. 

Gratitude is often described as the art of recognizing and appreciating the positive 
aspects of life.  A daily practice of gratitude holds profound significance in shaping an 
individual's well-being; it becomes a transformative force that can elevate one's 
perspective and foster a more fulfilling existence.

Incorporating gratitude into daily life, whether through spoken expressions or 
maintaining a gratitude journal, has the power to shift focus from what may be lacking 
to what is abundantly present. By consciously acknowledging and appreciating the 
blessings, both big and small, we can embark on a journey of positive reflection. This 
shift in mindset not only enhances mental resilience but also contributes to emotional 
well-being.

In that spirit I close with a heartfelt appreciation for all of you in making my work in 
the world that much more meaningful. I appreciate the communications and 
connections forged. I invite you to our open house over three Sundays in December 
and welcome the opportunity to raise a glass, extend a warm hug, and have an 
opportunity to visit and get to know you better.  Dates and address are below.

Wishing you and yours good health, strong connection, and deep joy.
Tess



Breaking Ground Exhibition

Breaking Ground
A Juried Fine Art Exhibition | November 1 – November 25, 2023
Ground Floor Artists Gallery | 13343 W Foxfire Dr #3, Surprise, AZ 85378
Arizona Art Alliance in partnership with Ground Floor Artists presents  Breaking Ground, an 
exhibition of artwork created by Arizona artist-members of Arizona Art Alliance’s member 
organizations.

Nearly one-hundred works of art were entered into the show.  Jurors Zach Valent and Jay 
Hardin had the daunting task of selecting the work for the exhibition.  Thirty-eight pieces were 
selected for the show.  Arizona Art Alliance has a strict jurying policy looking for artwork that 
exemplifies excellence in skill, originality, and expression.

CONGRATULATIONS TO AWARD RECIPIENTS:
1st Place:  Dennis Sullivan  "Appreciation"
2nd Place:   Jana Kohutiarova  "Dreaming in Color"
3rd Place:  Melanie Harman   "Laurence Road"

The following Honorable Mentions were awarded:
Caroline Jenney  "Longwings in Honeysuckle"
HAWK Jones   "Do Not Fear Tomorrow"
Pat Obrien  "Levels"
Tanya Lemma   "Water Lilies"
Barry Farmer  "Division"   

Artists from the following organizations are included in the show.
Arizona Artists Guild  | Arizona Clay Association | Arizona Watercolor Association | Ground 
Floor Artists Mountain Artists Guild | Sedona Visual Artists Coalition | Sonoran Arts League | 
Vanguard Artists
WHAM | Wickenburg Art Club

Visit https://azartalliance.com/breaking-ground-virtual-exhibition-2023 to visit the virtual 
exhibition
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Arizona has a robust art community brimming with opportunities for 
artists.  Arizona Art Alliance member Arts Organizations host 
exhibitions, workshops and other opportunities for their members.  
The exhibitions are generally juried arts competitions with themes 
that push the boundaries. Click the links below for current and 
upcoming opportunities to exhibit, to learn, and network  Be sure to 
visit their receptions to learn more about their organizations and 
how you might get involved.

-Arizona Artists Guild
-Arizona Clay Association
-Arizona Pastel Artists Association
-Arizona Watercolor Association
-Ground Floor Artists
-Mesa Art League
-Mountain Artists Guild
-Phoenix Artists Guild
-Provision Coffee

-Scottsdale Artists League
-Sonoran Arts League
-Sedona Visual Artists Coalition
-Tempe Artists Guild
-Vanguard Artists
-Vulture City
-Westbrook Village Fine Arts -
Association
-WHAM Art Association
-Wickenburg Art Club

November and December pop-up shows and studio tours to visit
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AzAA President, David Lloyd Bradley 
and Executive Director, Tess Mosko 
Scherer invite you to meet and mingle 
at their home. 

Studio Open House
December 3, 10 & 17 | 11:00-3:00
4327 E. Lewis Ave.
Phoenix, Az 85008

Slope Holiday Market + Parade 
Saturday, December 9th (5-9PM, setup around 3PM)
In my opinion, this event replaces the ole' Sunnyslope Art Walk. They close Hatcher 
Rd from 7th ave to Central. It is organized by The HUB & Joe from the Eye Opener. 
Vendor spaces are $50, due after acceptance.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOoD2ALLPE-
DuXE7mfz5OnC0WkCDkq2IP96tgOgLleIIqHEA/viewform

Blues & Brews Festival 
Sunday, November 12th (11-5 pm) App fee is $75
Organized by North Mountain Brewing Company
https://northmountainbluesandbrewsfest.godaddysites.com/vendors
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A great resource to search for street 
art shows, fairs and festivals. Visit 
AzAA Web site  for more info.  

Visit AzAA Web site for info on these art shows and events in Arizona

-ASU Art Museum
-Eric Fischl Gallery @Phoenix College
-First Studio
-Herberger Theater
-Mesa Community College
-Olney Gallery:
-Yavapai College, Prescott:
-University of Arizona Museum of Art
-Heard Museum
-Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art
-Tucson Museum Of Art
-Sedona Arts Center

-Phippen Museum:
-Phoenix Art Museum:
-Shemer Art Center:
-Tempe Center for the Arts:
-Museum of Contemporary Art
Tucson
-Chandler Museum
-Yuma Art Center
-West Valley Art Museum
-Phoenix Sky Harbor Museum
-Scottsdale Arts
Center for Creative Photography

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ARTISTS

Portland on the Park Exhibition Cycle 
13 is now open!

This Arts Program was created to 
connect the residents to the arts and 
culture community. 
A total of 24 artworks have been 
purchased for the collection to date, 
and 46 additional works have been 
purchased by residents.

Submissions are due November 21, 
2023 @ 5:00pm. Visit AzAA web site to 
learn more.
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Phoenix Art Museum's Lehmann 
Emerging Artist Awards is now open!

The selection committee will award up 
to two grants of $10,000 each, and 
each recipient will be invited to 
present work in the Museum's 2024 
Lehmann Emerging Artist Awards 
recipients’ exhibition, scheduled to 
open in October 2024, and will 
receive a Lifetime Membership to 
PhxArt.  Submissions are due 
December 17, 2023.

This call for art is in collaboration with 
Artlink.

READ MORE AND SUBMIT
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The 60th Annual Glendale Arts Council Juried Fine 
Arts Show prospectus is out. 

Drop off of art December 29th 3-5PM and December 
30 9AM-Noon.

The Fruit Packing House at Sahuaro Ranch park
59th Avenue and Mountain View Rd.
Glendale, Az

Juror:   Carol L. Bendell, pastel artist.
Carol received her BFA from the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago.  Carol has worked as an Editorial 
Illustrator, Fine Art Reporter, and Art Instructor at 
numerous Art Centers, Schools and Colleges, as she 
continued to be an exhibiting artist.  She has exhibited 
her work throughout the US and Europe.

Questions or to request a prospectus, contact Carolyn 
Tolliver 602-908-3149

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TIP OF THE MONTH

Fostering creativity can sometimes be a challenge.  At 
one time or another we all get blocked. I find one of 
the things that works for me is play.  Play can take on 
many forms from hiking in the desert to exploring new 
materials.  For me, engaging in playful activities allows 
me to explore ideas without the constraints of rules or 
expectations. This freedom fosters a creative 
atmosphere that encourages risk-taking and outside-
the-box thinking, crucial elements for innovative 

artistic endeavors. Play is a potent elixir for artists to stir creativity.  It has taken me a long 
time to learn this and to put it into my practice.
Play should not be looked upon as a frivolous endeavor but a deliberate and impactful 
strategy for nurturing creativity. By embracing play, you can transcend the boundaries of 
routine and ignite your curiosity while fostering a positive mental state.

For professional artists, play serves as a powerful tool to break free from creative blocks. 
The structured nature of many artistic pursuits can sometimes stifle spontaneity and limit the 
flow of fresh ideas. Playful exploration opens you to the rediscovery of joy in your practice 
through the unlocking of new dimensions of creativity. Whether it's experimenting with 
different mediums, trying unconventional techniques, or even engaging in collaborative play 
sessions with fellow artists, these activities inject a sense of excitement and novelty into the 
artistic process.  David and I have been known to spend weekends collaborating in artistic 
experimentation and exploration. It refreshes both of us as we return to our respective 
studios.
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Play acts as a stress-reliever, a much-needed respite for navigating the challenges of a 
professional artistic career. The pressures of deadlines, client expectations, and the quest 
for perfection can take its toll.  Play provides a therapeutic escape, offering a space where 
you can reconnect with the intrinsic pleasure of creating without the weight of external 
pressures. This mental reset not only enhances overall well-being but also contributes to a 
more vibrant and inspired creative output.

In essence, the benefits of play for artists extends far beyond mere amusement. It is a 
catalyst for unlocking untapped reservoirs of creativity, a remedy for creative stagnation, 
and a pathway to maintaining a healthy and fulfilling artistic practice. So, the next time you 
find yourself in need of a creative spark, don't underestimate the power of play—it might 
just be the key to unlocking your next masterpiece.

Visit AzAA web site  to see past articles of Professional Development Tips

with Gratitude......
The Gratitude Project is a collection of nearly 800 works of art by members of the 
Arizona Art Alliance that were gifted to Health Care Facilities as a way to thank the Health 
Care Workers for their commitment and sacrifices during the Covid Pandemic. This 
project honors and acknowledges the hard work and sacrifice by every nurse, doctor and 
staff member in the face of an unprecedented healthcare event. They are the heroes and 
heroines of this unprecedented time.

Today we acknowledge the 262 artists who createed these amazing works of art that 
touched the lives of so many through their generosity of spirit in sharing their art in such 
an incredible way.
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These artists are members of Arizona Artists Guild, Arizona Watercolor Association, Az 
Clay Association,  Mesa Art League, Mountain Artists Guild, Phoenix Artists Guild, 
Scottsdale Artist League, Sonoran Art League, Tempe Artists Guild, Vanguard Artists 
Association, Westbrook Village Fine Arts, WHAM.

The works of art were gifted directly to healthcare workers and to Hospice of the Valley, 
Carl T. Hayden Veterans’ Administration Medical Center, Paradise Valley Community 
College School of Nursing, and were on temporary display at the Mayo Clinic.  

A heartfelt thank you to all who made this project so remarkable.
To see the collection of work, visit AzAA web site.

Community Outreach
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ARIZONA ARTISTS GUILD (AAG)
N. PHOENIX – 4th Saturday/ month
-Veterans: in-person 10-2 pm
-Creative Distraction: Virtual 2:00-3:00
-Creative Journey: In-person 3:00-5:00

for anyone experincing loss or grief
   including healthcare workers
arizonaartistsguild.net 
ArtistsofAAG@gmail.com
call for details | 602-944 9713

MESA ART LEAGUE
MESA – 2nd Thursday/month  9-2 pm
4th Thursday each month 12:30 pm
Last Saturday of the month 1-4 pm
loralee.MAL@cox.net  |  480-223-3641

SONORAN ARTS LEAGUE
CAVE CREEK
-Thursdays 10:00-12:00 pm
martiw04@comcast.net  |  530-613-9038

MOUNTAIN ARTISTS GUILD
PRESCOTT
-First Wednesday:  5:30-8:30 pm
-Third Thursday:  10:00-2:00 pm
guild@mountainartistsguild.org
928-445-2510

WHAM (What’s Happen’n Art Movement)
SURPRISE
-2nd Monday/ month 10-2 pm
-4th Thursday/month 10-2 pm
MartysFineArts@gmail.com  |
623-584-8311

Arizona Art Alliance rents Quality Show Panels:

--medium gray carpet on metal tube frame, can display on both sides --measures 38.55 
inches wide and a total height of 84 inches
--fasten together in any configuration of two or more
--light, strong and easy to handle
--with or without lighting (costs for lighting are extra)
--all the required bracing and handling accessories
--set-up and delivery (fees apply)

Visit azartalliance.com/rentals/ for more information.
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Please follow the Arizona Art Alliance on FaceBook to stay connected and 
informed.

Visit our website to learn more about the Arizona Art Alliance.

             Facebook AzArtAlliance.com

Arizona Art Alliance is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit art organization founded in 2000.  
The Arizona Art Alliance is committed to facilitating growth in the Arizona arts 
community by empowering arts organizations to meet their goals of providing arts 
events, instruction, and community outreach.

info@AzArtAlliance.com | 928-300-7185  | AzArtAlliance.com
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Creative Leather Show
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On December 2nd,  a group of 6 SAL artists participated in the show  held 
at Creative Leather shop located on Indian School in Scottsdale.  Photos of  
participating artists  with their artwork are included. No results of the event had been 
received by time this News Letter was posted on the web. 
More details about the results will be provided in the February News Letter. 

The table at the entrance of Creative 
Leather's showroom with artwork 
donated by each exhibiting artist 
for the Raffle. 

Donna Lewis selling tickets for the Raffle.  



Page 27

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Freddie Lieberman proudly showing all 
her artwork on display.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shannon O'Donnell happily smiling in front of all her artwork on display
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shelley Koenigs proudly shows the artwork she exhibited. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Laurie Shaefer with her artwork and talking 
about her art with a customer.
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Jennifer Golubiewski  gaily in front 
of all her displayed artwork.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cheryl Prather's presenting her creations with a 
cheerfully smile.



 "Sweetwaters Cafe" Show 

will 

Page 30 

The 18th round at Sweetwaters Coffee and Tea is on since 
November  30th through January 15th, 2024. Individual 
photos of artworks on display can be seen in the following 
pages. Best wishes to all artists participating for a successful show.
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Here are the photos of all artwork on display
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Westminster Village Show
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The Westminster Village Show is running since October 16th 
and will end up January 15th, 2024. The current show has 13 
artists participating with a total of 49 Paintings on display. The 
reception was held on  November 21st, 2023. The residents and the 
artists participating in the ART WALK voted for their favorites 
during the reception. Brigitte Scanlon  got both People's choice and 

best wishes to Brigitte and Artist' choice awards. Best congratulations 
to all artists exhibiting for a successful show.

 People 's and Artists' Choice 
"Majestic" 

by Brigitte Scanlon



Here are photos of all artworks on display
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Curiosity

December 2023 brings a lot of holidays and celebrations. You could say that December is one big 
holiday. Yes, it is . It includes the big ones like Christmas, New Year, Hanukkah, and Kwanza. It 
also includes a plethora of December National holidays and, World Holidays for us to enjoy. Many 
of them are religious and others are not, like “Festivus” and “Candle Day” and “National Bacon Day”. 
You may not be aware of all of them. In this case here is a list of few of them with synopsis. If this 
stimulates your curiosity and you may want to know more about each festivities, I suggest you to 
browse the web site. Anyway,  make sure to take a little time from your busy holiday shopping 
and preparation, to thoroughly enjoy all of the December holidays on this year December calendar. 

December 1st. National Bartender Day
It's time to show our admiration and celebrate our bartenders as the first 
Friday in December is National Bartender Day. This year, it will be 
celebrated on Friday, December 1st. 
It is also known as National Bartender Day and Bartender Appreciation 
Day. A bartender does not only serve drinks but also happiness and more 
often than not, they lend an ear to the customers, become their friends, 
and form a great bond. 

December 2nd. "Candle Day"
In 2023, Candle Day falls on 2nd December.
Every year, on the first Saturday of December, people celebrate Candle 
Day. It's an event launched by the popular American company "Bath and 
Body Works".
Since its launch, the day has become a huge event for everyone. It marks 
the annual candle sale of bath and body works as from this day onwards, 
the retail company provides an amazing discount on their famous 3-wick 
candles. The event lasts for one day on their websites and for two to three 
days in stores.  

December 3rd. "The First Sunday of Advent"
The First Sunday of Advent in 2023 begins on December 3rd marking the 
beginning of the Advent season and it lasts for around 22-28 days before 
Christmas. 
The first Sunday of Advent is the Sunday that falls closest to St. Andrew's 
Day (which takes place on November 30) . Advent is a time during which 
Christians begin their preparations to celebrate Christmas and the birth of 
Jesus Christ. 
The First Sunday of Advent is considered the most important of the four 
Advent Sundays because it is when the preparations for Christmas and 
the Advent of Jesus Christ begin. This is the day when people start looking 
forward to the Second Coming of Christ. 



December 4th. "National Cookie Day"
National Cookie Day is celebrated on December 4 every year. Cookies 
are an integral part of every occasion irrespective of whether it is 
someone's birthday, wedding, graduation, party, picnic, or something 
else. This comfort food comes in many different shapes, sizes, colors, 
and exciting flavors. 
Over the years, many types of cookies have emerged throughout the 
world. This includes Drop cookies, rolled or cutout cookies, sandwich 
cookies, filled cookies, cookie bars, pressed cookies, molded cookies, 
no-bake cookies, fried cookies, and refrigerator or ice box cookies. 

December 5th "International Volunteer Day"
International Volunteer Day, also known as the International Volunteer 
Day for Economic and Social Development, is a United Nations 
observance celebrated around the world on December 5. It is a day 
when volunteer organizations and their volunteers get their hard work 
commemorated and praised. It is also an opportunity for volunteers to 
show the work they do in their communities, on a national and 
international level, and encourage others to join them. 

December 6th. "Feast of Saint Nicholas" 
Saint Nicholas Day is observed on December 6 every year in the United 
States and is also known as the Feast Of Saint Nicholas.
It is a Christian festival that honors Saint Nicholas- the 4th-century 
Bishop of Myra. He is one of the most notable saints ever to exist and 
became loved for his kindness and charitable nature and is also known 
as the patron saint of Greece and Russia
When it comes to giving out gifts, love, and spreading happiness, 
especially during this time of the year, Santa Claus is the only figure we 
can think of.
He rewards the good people and scolds the bad ones. However, the 
concept of Santa Claus was inspired by Saint Nicholas. He was also 
known as Father Christmas, Papa Noel, and Kris Kringle. 

December 7th. " National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day" 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day takes place on December 7 
every year. It commemorates the attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on 
December 7, 1941. In 2023, it will be observed on Thursday. 
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December 7th. "Hanukkah"
Hanukkah is a Hebrew word that by definition means "to dedicate", and it 
means the Maccabees' rededication of the Temple to the Jewish faith. It 
can also be an acronym for "Eight candles, and the halakha is like the 
House of Hillel", which represents the ritual of lighting one candle in the 
Menorah for each night of Hanukkah, a practice that the House of Hillel 
suggested. 
In modern times, Hanukkah reminds Jews of the issues they had to face 
throughout their existence of oppression, and the need to fight for 
religious freedom. It is a holiday with a rich historical meaning.

December 8th. "Feast of the Immaculate Conception"
The Immaculate Conception celebrates the belief that Mary was 
conceived free of original sin, and as such, it is commemorated nine 
months before Mary's birth date on September 8. The Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception is one of the most important feasts celebrated 
by the Catholic Church. 

December 8th. "National Brownie Day"
Also, on December 8 we celebrate the perfect cross between a cake and 
a cookie, it is National Brownie Day! No one can resist the gooey 
decadence of a Brownie, whether it is a chocolate one or a blondie.

December 10th. " Human Rights Day"
Human Rights Day is an international United Nations holiday 
commemorated on December 10. This day aims at spreading 
awareness about Human Rights across the world, and encouraging 
people to stand up and fight for their rights, regardless of where they 
are from. It also celebrates the anniversary of the adoption of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights on December 10, 1948. 
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December 11th. "Green Monday"
Green Monday is a shopping holiday that takes place on the 
second Monday of December. It is similar to Prime Day, Black 
Friday, and Cyber Monday, encouraging people to shop online. It 
has become more and more popular over the years with many 
websites offering deals and discounts. Because of its name, many 
people confuse it for an environmentally friendly holiday, but in 
reality, it marks the best day for online sales in December, when 
people are doing their last-minute Christmas shopping. Many retail 
giants like Amazon, Target, and Walmart, among others, offer 
Green Monday deals to entice people to buy from them. 

December 12th. " Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe"
The Feast of Our Lady Guadalupe is commemorated on December 12 by 
Mexican American and Latinx communities in the United States. It is a 
Catholic holiday in honor of the Virgin Mary, who is the patron saint of 
Mexico. She is one of the most important religious devotions for the 
Mexican people, a national symbol of the country, as well as the 
Patroness for the Americas.

December 13th. " National Day of the Horse"
National Day of the Horse, also sometimes known as National 
Horse Day, is celebrated on December 13 every year. This 
day is not just for Equestrians and horse enthusiasts. It aims 
to highlight all the ways in which horses have historically 
contributed to society, economically and culturally, in the 
United States.
Horses have been closely linked to American history since the 
country was founded, and have played a crucial role in the 
advancement of society. This ranges from providing transport, 
support in battle and hunting, clearing fields and forests to 
grow crops, to helping with shepherding livestock in ranches.

December 13th. "National Guard Birthday"
On December 13 Americans all over the country celebrate the birth 
of the U.S. National Guard. The National Guard is a branch of the 
United States Army that was established in 1636, and it is comprised 
of citizen-soldiers who volunteer to help their country whenever they 
are called upon and needed. There are two different branches in the 
National Guard, Army, and Air, and every State has both. 
National Guard Birthday is an important day for the U.S. Army but it 
is not a federal holiday, so schools and businesses remain open. 
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December 15th. " National Cupcake Day"
Cupcake lovers can enjoy their guilt-free cupcakes on  December 
15th  as it is  National Cupcake Day.
Covered in frosting or sprinkles, with any flavor that you can think 
of, these little cakes that fit into the palm of your hand can be the 
ultimate treat.
The cupcake has been a staple of birthday parties, office parties, 
bake sales, weddings, and every other celebration in America 
since the 19th century, and no one can resist them. On this day, 
go around the bakeries in your neighborhood looking for the 
perfect cupcake!

December 15th. "Bill of Rights Day"
Bill of Rights Day is commemorated every year on December 
15. The Bill of Rights consists of the first 10 amendments made
to the United States Constitution. It's purpose is to define the
personal freedoms and rights of the American people.
These amendments, collectively known as the Bill of Rights,
are like the guardian angels of American freedom, ensuring
that personal liberties remain sacred.
The Bill of Rights was first written on September 25, 1789, and
was later ratified on December 15, 1791. This is why Bill of
Rights Day is celebrated on this day.

December 16th. "Las Posadas, A journey of Faith and Tradition"
Las Posadas, a cherished tradition for Latin American and 
Hispanic communities is celebrated from December 16th 
toDecember 24th globally.
The nine-day celebration portrays Mary and Joseph's journey 
to Bethlehem in search of shelter, highlighting the virtues of 
unity, hospitality, and faith.
Throughout these nine days, communities come together for 
nightly celebrations that enact the Nativity story, weaving 
together a rich assortment of customs and memories that last 
for generations.
A popular and colorful lead-up to Christmas, Las Posadas is a 
world of enchantment enhanced by food, music, and 
communal holiday cheer.

December 21st.  "Yule"
Yule is an ancient winter festival with pagan origins that takes 
place around the winter solstice. Its origins can be traced 
back to Norse, Germanic, and other pre-Christian European 
cultures.
Yule is the shortest day and longest night of the year, 
occurring in the Northern Hemisphere between December 
20th and 23rd.
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December 21st. " Winter Solstice"
The Winter Solstice marks the shortest day of the year when 
the North Pole is tilted farthest away from the sun, and so the 
sun is at its lowest elevation in the sky. The day has the 
shortest period of daylight and the longest night of the year. 
After the shortest day, the days start getting longer and the 
nights shorter. 
On the same day that we experience the Winter Solstice in the 
northern hemisphere, people are experiencing the Summer 
Solstice in the southern hemisphere. 

December 21st. "National Short girls Appreciation Day"
National Short Girl Appreciation Day is on December 21 every year. And 
there couldn't be a more perfect date to celebrate it, as it is the first day of 
Winter, and therefore the shortest day of the year! This day is all about 
celebrating the short women in your life.
We all know that short women can be underestimated, but they pack a lot 
of punch in such a compact size. Sure, sometimes they might need help 
reaching the taller cupboards, but short girls can be just as feisty, 
determined, and confident as taller people.
Women tend to be shorter than men, so that's why there is a special day 
in honor of short girls. However, so that no one feels left behind, National 
Short Person Day is now celebrated the day after, on December 22.  

December 23rd. "Festivus"
Festivus is not only a secular celebration of Christmas  that takes
place on  December 23rd, it is a new and growing event in the 
calendar with its own set of traditions and rituals.
The event was made famous by the American sitcom Seinfeld, in 
the episode titled The Strike (Season 9, Episode 10). It is 
introduced and explained to be a less commercial celebration and 
an alternative to Christmas. 
Since that episode first aired on December 16th, 1997, and particularly in the last 5 years, the 
celebration has gained traction with the public.
It is now widely celebrated among those who believe Christmas has become too commercial, or who do 
not wish to celebrate Christmas because of their faith/beliefs.  

December 24th. " Christmas Eve"
Christmas Eve is observed in the evening of December 24, but 
officially it is the whole day before Christmas Day. It is a time 
when air glitters with hope and the streets are decorated 
beautifully with twinkling lights marking the beginning of 
Christmas. 
In some states, it is a public holiday. Schools are normally closed. 
However, for the majority it is not a holiday, so most people have 
to work.  As it is the day before the holidays, many workplaces 
hold Christmas parties or allow their employees to leave work                                                     early. Stores are usually open, however, 
opening times may be affected. Grocery stores, in particular, may close early. Some people use Christmas 
Eve for last-minute Christmas shopping.
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December 26th. " Kwanzaa"
Kwanzaa lasts from December 26 until January 1, and it is a 
week that values and celebrates African customs and culture. 
Although it is not a public holiday, businesses and schools are 
usually closed on the first day, due to it being the day after 
Christmas. 

December 26th. " Boxing Day"
Boxing Day is usually the day after Christmas Day, and so it is 
most often December 26th. As such it is part of the Christmas 
celebration and the ongoing festivities. In the UK it is a bank 
holiday and so businesses and some shops will be shut. This is 
not the case in America, and parts of Canada, where shops and 
businesses remain open with normal working hours. In most of 
the world, December 26th does not have a special name other 
than being known as the second day of Christmas. In some 
parts of the world, Boxing Day is also celebrated as Saint 
Stephen’s Day, honoring the patron saint of stonemasons and 
horses.

December 30th. "National Bacon Day"
National Bacon Day is celebrated on December 30th every year 
to celebrate one of the most delicious foods in the world. Be it for 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, or a snack, the popularity of bacon 
remains unmatched. 
It is a favorite amongst people of all age groups and can be 
paired with almost everything like eggs, chicken, burgers, 
pancakes, salads, and even drinks.
In fact, some people love bacon so much that the industry for 
bacon products has skyrocketed in the last few years, you can 
even get bacon-scented soap and candles. 
So, if you are a bacon lover, heat up your frying pan and light 
your bacon-scented candle, this day is for you!

December 31st. "New Year Eve"
New Year's Eve, December 31, is a major celebration in the 
USA. Although New Year's Day is a federal holiday, New 
Year's Eve is not, so most businesses will operate holiday 
working hours. However, in a few states such as Kentucky, 
Michigan, and Wisconsin, it is a day off. 
Families and friends travel to be together or to go to significant 
outside celebration spots, like New York, in order to welcome 
the new year together. Due to this, there can be congestion 
and closed roads, so check in advance before making any 
journey. 

We have reached the end of December and I wish you a Very Happy New Year!
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Funny corner

"Art is as good for the heart as jokes or cartoons are great for the soul"

Last few laughs before the end the year   



Inspiring Sentences and Notes for the Holidays
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At no other time during the year is the spirit of giving and sharing more alive 
in people’s hearts. Keep this spirit in your heart all year long. 
– Sam Longhorn

We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give. 
― Winston S. Churchill

As we rush around buying presents, we must always remember that “our 
presence rather than our presents” is one of the greatest gifts we can give. 
– Catherine Pulsifer

Once again, we come to the Holiday Season, a deeply religious time that 
each of us observes, in his own way, by going to the mall of his choice.
– Dave Barry

The joy of brightening other lives, bearing each other’s’ burdens, easing 
others’ loads and supplanting empty hearts and lives with generous gifts 
becomes for us the magic of the holidays – WC Jones



Let's be serious, if you have to complain for something you do 
not like about SAL, the News Letter or the Web Site, 
you can speak to us straight or write to let us know 
what is wrong,  sending  your  email  with  suggestions  directly 
to:

 shannon@paintingsbyshannon.com or   Francosp@centurylink.net. 

And Don't Forget... 
Communication is the secret of success!

Or better, if you don't speak you don't  get.
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  SAL Board Members
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President
Shannon O'Donnell  602-615-0649 Shannon@paintingsbyshannon.com

Vice President for Programs
Shelley Koenigs,  309-8968-1424  shelleykoenigs@gmail.com

Treasurer
Donna Lewis, 480-695-4295 treasurer@scottsdaleartistsleague.org

Recording Secretary
Brigitte Scanlon  480-513-8200 brigittescanlon@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary
Susan O'Hara 480-946-1715 scohara@cox.net

Critique
Jim Garrison, 480-969-4405     jimgarr1@cox.net69-4405 j 
Dave Flitner ,  480-831-8958    flitner@cox.net

Membership
TBD  

Artist of the Month
Freddie Lieberman   480-998-8782 fredarts1@gmail.com 
Delfina Valentini,      602-524-1591 delfinaart@centurylink.net 

480-560-9679   cherylprather42@gmail.com
Publicity Director  
Cheryl  Prather        

Mail Pick up
TBD
E-blast
Shannon O'Donnell  602-615-0649  Shannon@paintingsbyshannon.com

Social Chair 
Ute Merkle,    63-915-5907 umerkle@gmail.com

AzAA 
John Fontana,    480-945-5028 john.fontana@azartalliance.com

Newsletter/Website
Franco Valentini, 623-523-7825 francosp@centurylink.net



Franco

SAL Art Beat Editor
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Greetings, 

You all know that I am Italian and born in Rome. I love America and this is the reason I live here now, but every 
Holiday Season I think to the many I celebrated in the town where I was born. And since I was a kid  the Holiday Season was 
for me Christmas. Hopefully, a Christmas with the snow. I do not think to be wrong; a white Christmas is what everybody  hopes
to have. Here in America there is a song that starts saying ...."I am Dreaming of a White Christmas just like the one I used 
to know......". I used to have one like that but I do not remember which one.  To have a white Christmas in Rome is very unusual.  
Rome can be cold in winter but snowing is very rare. But I remember that when I was a kid one day close to Christmas it did 
snow a lot. I do not remember much about that day. It was just cold and we got snow. I started to research in my old archive 
and found this photo. I did not take it. I was a kid and not interest in photography yet. With my surprise a portal opened in my 
mind and I started to remember what happened that day. Mostly, being a little kid, all gifts I received. One particular one 
I have been dreaming  a lot to have.  A small "Meccano" box. It was there for me! I recall that immediately I started to work 
and built a cable tram and a car, or something like that. Memory of that particular XMas day started to resurface in my mind and 
this reconfirms my present motto as a photographer...... "A photo makes you travel back in time. When you look at an old 
photo you remember details of  events hidden in your mind". More, looking at the photo I have been able to feel again my joy . 
The joy to be with my parents and for having received the toys.  So, what I can suggest you is to research and hopefully find 
in your archive old photos that vividly will remember you past festivities and bring you additional joy. Festivities is joy and we 
like to have it with people we love. This is the best gift we can receive and give.  

Happy Holidays Season and  Merry Christmas to all of you. 
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