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November 2020 

Letter from the President of Scottsdale Artists League

Greetings
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I was reading an essay by Henry David Thoreau 
titled, “Walking”.  We are all familiar with “Walden 
Pond” and the woods that surround the pond.  As 
I was reading, it dawned on me that his “walks” 
were equal to how an artist sees Nature.  Thoreau 
was an artist who painted his pictures with words.  
Both Artists and Thoreau absorb the spirituality 
that Nature emits, nurturing our souls, elevating our 
mood and filling us with serenity.
Not just plein air painters, but all artists benefit from 
“walks”, whether in the mountains that surround us 
or in the higher elevations that offer the turning colors 
of the trees.  There is a spirit that permeates the outdoors and opens our eyes to the colors 
of the rising or setting sun on the mountains, or the brilliance of the neon colors of Fall 
foliage and the Aspen trees ablaze in yellow.  Finally, with the temperatures falling into the 
double digits, we can leave our studios and capture the radiance of Mother Nature. 
This is a time to give thanks for the abundance of the fruits of labor and enjoy our friends 
and family.  May your Thanksgiving be joyous and happy as we celebrate the joys of life. 

The Board wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Happy Creating

Marsha Lazar-Klinger
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-General Meeting Opening-

Marsha Lazar Klinger- President

Marsha opened the October 6th General Meeting 
welcoming everyone back after a long, Covid-19 
induced absence. 
Unfortunately, Marsha announced that we will be 
losing Kathy Q. Parks due to illness and that 
Judy Delmonico-Roll lost her sister after a long 
battle with cancer. 
Our condolences to Judy. 
We will miss Kathy’s whimsical art.
A little out of the ordinary, Marsha offered a brief prayer for the league at this 
troubled time.
Also, she announced that there was no critique or food at this meeting due to 
Covid virus concerns.

-Announcements-

-Marsha Lazar Klinger- President
Marsha announced our new Correspondence Secretary, Joan Fuller. Thank you,Joan. 
We still need a publicity chairperson and a recording secretary, if anyone is interested.

Marsha has announced later that November 3rd 
Meeting will be postponed due to election. 
The new date will be Monday November 9  
instead of November 10 as the church will use 
the room for another event on November 10.

-Freddie Lieberman-
Freddie is having a one-woman show, which will be on-line with the Artists in Arizona.com. 
The show will launch Thursday 8.

-Shannon O'Donnell- Membership
Shannon is having a virtual gallery show on Saturday at 3:00 pm, which can be found on 
facebook.
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-Barbarann Mainzer- 2nd VP Show
On November 7 and 8, 2020 the Artists of the Superstitions will hold their 14th Annual 
Fall Studio Tour in lovely Apache Junction and Gold Canyon. The tour hours are Sat 9-4 
and Sunday 9-3. Maps of the studio locations and exhibitors' names are available at 
various locations in Apache Junction and Gold Canyon as well as available on the 
Artists of the Superstition website. At least 3 members of Scottsdale Artists League will 
be exhibiting at various studios that weekend: Diane Haugen, Sharon Elliott and 
Barbarann Mainzer.

-Reports-

-Donna Lewis-Treasurer
Donna has filed the tax return and renewed the State registration for SAL, she has also
paid a $1500 Insurance premium for the League.

-Shannon O'Donnell- Membership Chair
There are currently 129 members, 22 people attended tonight’s meeting: 18 members, 
one new member and 3 guests. Shannon thanked everyone for their membership 
renewals.

-Shows-
-Marsha Lazar Klinger-President
Marsha reported on the Sweetwater Coffee & Tea show that was hung on October 
1st. There are 8 artists showing 24 works of art (photos on page 13-14. The Grand 
opening was October 3rd. The opening was well attended but, no sales yet. There will be 
a November 7 changeover of works. Anyone interested needs to fill out a 
hold harmless form, available on the website, and pay $30.00. Any sales will pay 10% to 
SAL and, if the sale happens to occur on a special charity event day  an  additional 
10% will go to that charity. 

-Barbarann Mainzer-
Barbarann Mainzer updated everyone on the Westminster show. Saturday, October 17, is 
the takedown of the current show and she will be there to help. Since no one is allowed to 
enter the building, artworks must be picked up at the front door between 10:00 am and 
noon. Anyone that wants to participate in the next show can come at the same time and 
bring with them their artwork, hold harmless form and completed name cards. The Staff at 
Westminster will hang the artworks. Please participate if possible, they don’t want blank 
walls and we don’t want to lose this venue.
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-New Business-

-Marsha Lazar Klinger- President
This year we will be celebrating our 60th anniversary. Marsha would like to develop a 
committee or team of volunteers to help with shows.
Marsha has procured some sponsors and spoken to some people in the Scottsdale 
area about possible venues. Our goal is to make everyone aware of our League and 
the  wonderful artists in it.
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-The Scottsdale Artists School Show-

The show was held in May and was successful. We had 38 entries, judged via Zoom.

Awards:

Best in Show: “Snowy Egret” an oil by Delfina Valentini
1st Place: “Sunrise on the Mountains” an oil by Marsha Lazar-Klinger
2nd Place: “First Responders” an oil by Bob Kwait

Honorable Mentions:

“Pretty Woman” watercolor by Jackie Schwartz
“Weathered Reflection” oil by Peggy Hunt
“Totem Pole Tower” oil by Marsha Lazar-Klinger
“Sacred Dance” watercolor by Shannon O’Donnell
“Arizona Agave” oil by Marsha Lazar-Klinger

-Old Business-



November 2020 speaker- Anton Nowles

      Nowels has been practicing art since 2000. His first solo
      show was at age 24 on Grand Avenue in Downtown 
      Phoenix. In 2007, he was juried into a solo exhibition at
      Burton Barr Public Library’s Central Gallery. Nowels
      continued to show work in downtown Phoenix before
      returning to Arizona State University to finish his BA in 

 2008. His work is experimental by nature and is
           reflective of his Interdisciplinary Art and Performance

  degree.
      Nowels is a local workshop instructor at the prestigious 

Scottsdale Artists’ School. His workshop and artwork explore 
Impressionists’ approaches taught by Charles Hawthorne, Henry Hensche, 
and Sergei Bongart. In additional, he enjoys painting a variety of subjects 
and experimenting with painting techniques. Nowels is represented by the 
Thunderbird Foundation in Mt. Carmel, Utah. He is an Associate Member of Oil 
Painters of America, a member of the American Impressionist Society, and 
Juried Member of Arizona Plein Air Painters. Nowels’ work was included in the 
2019 American Impressionist Society’s National Exhibition at the Salmagundi 
Club in New York and will be in the 2020 National Exhibition at the Illume Gallery 
in Southern Utah. He also showed work in the 2019 and 2020 Oil Painters of 
America Western Regional Exhibitions. He was most recently juried into the 
2020 OPA Salon Show and the first AIS Online Juried Exhibition. Nowels won 
Best in Show at the 2019 Arizona Plein Air Painters Juried Members Show 
judged by Mitch Baird.
Quoting his own words: Painting is both my way of interacting with and 
expressing myself in the world. Working directly from life allows me time to 
pause and observe. I enjoy the activity of seeing and mixing color. Emotionally, I 
tend to play with paint. I like the feel of the brush moving paint around the 
canvas. I fluctuate between more aggressive and restrained movements. There 
is a challenge of organizing color into shapes leading toward a design. I enjoy 
constructing and thinking about how to use color effectively. Ultimately, I attempt 
for a representational image that also expresses the emotion and creativity I 
experienced during the painting process.
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Morning Stil Life

"Sunbather"

"Andy Kunasek Trailhead"

"Sonora Nocturne"



Many thanks to  Jim Garrison:

Laurie Schaefer introduced guest artist Jim Garrison for the October evening program. 
Jim discussed color mottling and  showed some of his beautiful paintings as examples. 
A very well done presentation.  
Here is a sequence of images taken during his presentation.
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-Artist of the month-

-1st Place-
"The Team"

 Acrylic, by Barbarann Mainzer

(My painting entitled "The Team" was inspired by the beauty and obvious strength of the 
Percheron horses and the intricacy of the harnesses.)
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Artist Biography

   Natural Expression

          We are stewards of the earth, 
   pause to reflect on its awesome beauty.

 My fascination and respect of nature was evident from early childhood. I brought home 
butterfly wings and feathers, leaves, rocks and driftwood, as well as live animals like 
snakes and lizards, dogs and cats. When at age 5 I received my first paint set, I 
promptly raced outside, gathered a few rocks and painted them bright colors. Then I 
set out to try to sell them to my neighbors for a penny each. 

In high school I studied with watercolorist Frank Smith of Ohio fame.  I graduated from 
Bowling Green State University with a BFA and a teaching certificate where I studied 
under Robert Mazur. I married soon after graduation and moved to the East Coast. As 
a young mother, I continued to paint and participate in a few shows a year. I was 
always searching out new surfaces on which to apply paint. In addition to paper and 
canvas, I soon discovered wood and my favorite - stone. The darker background of the 
wood or slate affords a different approach to the white of the canvas or paper. I 
continue to paint nature portraiture of plants and animals on all those surfaces. 

I want the observer to see that which they normally give only a glance. I approach my 
work with the intent of capturing both the planned beauty and the inherent subtle 
humor of the subject matter. I hope you enjoy the view.

Babarann Mainzer
ba7jax@gmail.com

(603) 361-8358
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-2nd Place-
 "Bloom Today", 

Oil by Sharon Elliott

-3rd Place-
"Me First"

    Acrylic on plexiglass by Delfina Valentini
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-Sweetwater Coffee & Tea show-

These are few photos taken by Shannon O'Donnell during the set up of the new show. 
Best wishes to all participating  artists for a successful show.
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-Buffalo Soldier Memorial-

Your help is needed to recognize and preserve AZ history by supporting the Buffalo Soldiers of 
Arizona Territory. Three bronze sculptures will be placed in Wesley Bolin Memorial Park. The 
monument is the creation of Hal Stewart, Navy veteran, artist and volunteer art instructor to 
children and veterans.
Project completion is estimated at $440,000. Arizona rich culture will be preserved with your 
donation to recognize the Buffalo Soldiers of the Arizona Territory.
Your donation is needed to complete this history preserving monument. Please contribute today 
and team with several businesses that have donated their services of structural, architectural 
and Civil Engineering by offsetting expensive preparation costs.
Please contribute to this worthy cause and help to recognize a Navy veteran and Patriot who 
freely donates his time and talent by giving back to the community.

Direct your tax deductible payment to,
www.buffalosoldiersazterritorymomument.com, 
click on Pay Pal, Go Fund Me or make checks payable to 
Buffalo Soldiers AZ Territory and mail to, PO Box 20883,    
Mesa, AZ 85277-0883. Visit the informative website to learn 
more about the Buffalo Soldiers of Arizona Territory.

  Please donate now!

Buffalo Soldiers AZ Territory Monument is a 501 c 3 non-profit organization, IRS Tax Exempt No. 51-0662449

Hal Stewart with approved prototype 
of life size mounted Buffalo Soldier.
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-SAL Member Critique-

Jim Garrison will be leading the critique during November General 
meeting.
All members are invited to participate with their work and 
suggestions. Critique begins promptly at 5:35 pm and runs to 
6:45 pm prior to the General Meeting. Guests are welcome.

 Paintings and drawings do not need to be framed. Unfinished pieces
are welcome for suggestion to finish them. Participants in the critique
please do not bring paintings freshly wet, oil particularly, as the paint
gets on our hands and clothes from handling the pieces and then
paint is transferred to other works and the carpet in the critique area.
If you have a frame to put the painting in for handling purposes that
will be appreciated.

 One work only per member, please.
Work submitted after 6:15 may not be critiqued depending on

volume of work.
Work submitted for Critique cannot be submitted for artist of the

month on the same evening.

Jim Garrison, Critique Master
Donna Levine, Assistant
Dave Flitner, Assistant
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-Membership-

SAL has 129 members.
22 people attended October 6 meeting: 
18 members, one new member and 3 guests.

 50/50 Drawing

    $ 27 -Stan Klonowski-

    Drawing for door price

 AZ Art Supply- $25 certificate- Laurie Schaefer
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-Couriosity-

This world offers beautiful colors at any latitude. Look at these 
surreal turquoise color formations on Lake Baikal (Siberia) in winter.
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-A funny cartoon-

-This is how to show you had a nice one-
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September SAL Art Beat    8
September SAL Art Beat    8

September SAL Art Beat    8

Remember to Like Us on Facebook and Follow Us on Instagram (@azartalliance)!

Judy Delmonico-Roll 
jdelmonico-roll@cox.net 

AZ Art Alliance has a new leadership team:

President:  David L. Bradley
Executive Director:  Tess Mosko Scherer
Secretary:  Dr. Lisa Wayman
Treasurer:  Joan McGue 

Under the new leadership, AZ Art Alliance will focus energy on the 
Outreach Program and community building through the member leagues, 
arts organizations and artists in Arizona.  The Veterans Art Program will 
continue in its tradition of working with the member leagues that provide 
classes to the Veterans.

AZ Art Alliance will be meeting with each League to discuss future 
possibilities and memberships.  The next step is to discern the needs of 
each organization and what AZ Art Alliance’s role might be in that.  The 
Alliance looks forward to opening up conversations in the weeks ahead 
to see how we can all work together to touch as many lives through art 
as possible.
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President
Marsha Lazar-Klinger, 513-515-4121 mlazarklin@gmail.com

1st Vice President for Programs 
Laurie Schaefer , 480-363-6545 laurie.schaefer65@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President of Shows temporarily a team made of members:  

Pamela Shearer, 480-628-2072 pamelas.az@cox.net, 
Judy Curran (Marketing), 480-232-4917 judykcurran@yahoo.com 
Robin Schweitzer, 602-849-2614 robingailschweitzer@gmail.com 
Sharon Elliott,  602-361-1794 whittlewomen@gmail.com   
Leslie Austin, 602-818-2406 laustin39@cox.net
Barbarann Mainzer (panels), 603-361-8358 ba7jax@gmail.com

Treasurer
Donna Lewis, 480-695-4295 treasurer@scottsdaleartistsleague.org

Recording Secretary
Marti Thorson 269-578-6145 watercolor4life@gmail.com 

Corresponding Secretary
Joan Fuller 360-690-6854  jisiefuller0@gmail.com

SAL Chairmen

SAL Board Members

Critique
Jim Garrison, 480-969-4405 jimgarr1@cox.net
David  Flitner, 480-831-8958 filtner@cox.net
Donna Levine, 602-574-1978 dalart@earthlink.net

Membership
Shannon Gurley O'Donnell, 602-615-0649 Shannon@paintingsbyshannon.com

Artist of the Month
Vivian Gordon, 480-248-9989 artvivian@gmail.com
Kathy Parks, 480-759-0417 kqparksart@gmail.com

Publicity Director
TBD

Website and Eblast
Kathy Wadsworth, 623-500-8001 Kwads6890@yahoo.com
Social
Ute Merkle, 630-915-5907 umerkle@gmail.com

AAA Representative
Judy Delmonico-Roll, 480-990-1359 Jdelmonico-roll@cox.net 

Newsletter
Franco Valentini, 623-825-0395 francosp@centurylink.net
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SAL Art Beat Editor

Greetings to all of you, 

November is going to define the next  four years of our nation's history. A month that will make an 
historical moment.  Whatever it is going to happen let's hope that the elected President of United 
States of America will keep his words, his promises and will work to protect the interests of people he 
represents. Mostly improving the quality of their life. For quality of life I do not mean just the individual 
wealth, but the quality of our environment that include the air pollution, the water, the health care, the 
job security and the security against crazy people who often and without any reason start shooting 
to innocent people.  These are what the USA President and all members of the government should be 
focused on if they care about their country and citizens. Like many of you, I am concerned about our 
future too and I hope to see the changes we need and we all hope to see. I did not mention this for 
political affiliation but as a citizen of this  beautiful country. A country that should be leader for 
democracy, for human rights and for justice. 

The country called.................... The United States of America 

Franco 
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