
Art Beat
newsletter for the Scottsdale Artists League

October 2020 

Letter from the President of Scottsdale Artists League

Greetings

I usually try to write inspiring and motivational letters 
from the President. However, with the inability to 
meet with you, I honestly cannot inspire myself and 
therefore cannot inspire you. I decided to focus on 
members we lost this year.

We lost Rowell Quinton in March. Rowell was a past 
president and a fantastic artist. Rowell worked in 
Detroit’s Auto Industry designing cars when American 
car manufacturing was in its heyday.  Rowell was 
always willing to expand his art and Rita Goldner 
talked about Rowell’s first plein air painting outing. 
He brought along the majority of his studio minus 
the kitchen sink. He was also a quick learner and pared down his plein air equipment 
the next time out. Rowell once told me that he loved the League and would do anything 
for SAL’s success. He was a fabulous artist and taught classes in Fountain Hills, AZ. He 
will surely be missed.

Then we were saddened when Hal Stewart lost his battle with cancer. Hal served in the 
US Navy and attended college before moving to Arizona. His entire career was in sales 
and service in the construction industry. At this time he owned a small farm and 
ranch in southeastern AZ. He raised and showed horses in Phoenix. During this time he 
was truly a cowboy attending to daily farming chores and getting stepped on by horses 
and run over by cattle. After retirement he devoted his life to his love of sculpting. 
With encouragement from a friend, he produce his first sculpture, “Treaty Talker”, 
which sold quickly and led him to continue sculpting. His subjects matter ranged from 
cowboys, horses, Native Americans, birds and animals. (Cont. next page)
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Happy Creating 

Marsha Lazar-Klinger

Hal always gave generously of his time by teaching youths at an AZ Juvenile 
Detention Center, and teaching classes for the AZ Veterans Art Outreach Program. 
In 2013 The Desert Caballeros Western Museum in Wickenburg honored him with a 
3 month exhibit of his work. In July 2014 the museum added his sculpture “Yaqui 
Deer Dancer” to its permanent collection. In 2013, he was invited to be a member of 
the prestigious Western Artist of America. He was selected by the US Park Service to be 
the artist-in-residence for the summer of 2005 at the North Rim of the Grand Canyon, in 
the summer of 2014 at the Mesa Verde National Park in Colorado, and in April 2018 at 
Chaco National Park in New Mexico. In June 2018 he was selected to be the sculptor of 3 
life-size bronze figures for the Buffalo Soldiers AZ Territory Monument in front of the State 
Capitol in Phoenix. Hal was an outstanding artist and a dear friend. 

Karl Merkle passed away in April, just days after his 90th birthday. Always with a smile on 
his face to brighten one’s day, Karl attended almost every meeting or show when in town. 
Karl was born in Esslingen, Germany and came to America after receiving his doctoral 
degree in Physics in 1959. He spent his entire career working as a scientist at Argonne 
National Laboratory, just outside Chicago, Ill. His sabbatical years took him back to 
Germany and as far away as Japan and China. His scientific specialty was in the field of 
high-resolution transmission electron microscopy, in which he made numerous pioneering 
contributions during his long career. Throughout his life he deeply enjoyed his artistic 
endeavors through photography, filmmaking and especially painting. Karl joined SAL in 
2016, after moving to Arizona. He took great joy in participating in the monthly meetings 
and programs. He painted many genres and styles, including abstract paintings inspired 
by his background in materials science. 

May you all Rest in Peace.
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October 2020 Speaker, 

At this point in time it cannot be confirmed who will be the 
presenter during the October General Meeting.  If we will have 
one you will be notified before or at the opening of the meeting.



-Reports and Announcements-
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-Marsha Lazar Klinger- President

-General Meeting-

Marsha informs that our representative at the Church said that our October 6th 
Meeting is a go. 
However, she listed a few requirements from the League.... only 50 members can 
attend, Social distancing will be 2 chairs for each round table; Face Masks are 
required, and attendees must either Lysol spray or wipe down chairs and tables at 
the end of the meeting.

The Critique will be held in the big Hall and not in the small classroom as before. 
Some members may want to just come to the Critique and leave and members can 
replace them for the General Meeting if they Lysol spray the area they occupied. 
Some members may want to attend both Critique and Meeting, however they want 
to do is okay as long as we only have 50 people in Piper Hall.

This is what they call “Phase One” and “Phase Two” may arrive before October 
which will let in more members than just 50. When and if I hear otherwise, I will 

 inform the League of the change.

-Corresponding Secretary-
Marsha announces that Joan Fuller has accepted to be the new Corresponding 
Secretary taking the reins from Susan O’Hara. Phone number is, 360-690-6854.
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-New Exhibition Opportunity-

Marsha provided the following details about a new exhibition opportunity. 
New shop opening October 3rd called Sweetwater Coffee & Tea, 
Scottsdale Shops. Located at 14850 N 87th Street #110; cross sections of Raintree 
and 101 in the shopping center with Costco and Sam’s Club. We are working on 
the details but Scottsdale Artists League has exclusive rights to hang 2 
dimensional works on a wall 50’ long and 16’ high in their cafe area. The 
Coffee Shop will take no commission and wants artists who sold their works on 
a charity fund raising day to give 10% to whatever charity is featured on that day. 
Opening day is October 3rd and all artwork sold October 3rd will donate 10% to 
“Make A Wish” that day only. All sales will be handled by SAL. Participants will 
pay $30.00 to Scottsdale Artists League and sign a Hold Harmless agreement. 
Until I have further details on who and how many members want to participate, I 
cannot tell you if that fee will be for 1 painting or more. There will be no size limit, 
so if you paint big, this would be a great venue. We will need volunteers and one 
person willing to oversee the collection of sales and the hanging of artwork. Since 
they are opening October 3rd we have little time to organize. As always the work 
must be framed or gallery wrapped and hung by either screw eyes or D-rings with 
wire, no saw teeth hangers. Interested? Please email Marsha and let’s get this 
venue up and running. Her email address is: mlazarklin@gmail.com. 
Prospectus and Hold Harmless Forms will be e-blasted shortly with all 
details explained. Time is short and if interested in having your artwork hung, help 
with the hanging and/or coordinating email Marsha immediately.



-June was the month for Election.  Due to COVID-19 we had to postpone it and 
we will hold it at the first opportunity. We still have two (2) positions to be filled and 
hope you will step up and fill them.

-PUBLICITY: (Mark Algar has permanently moved back to Canada and will be 
missed.)

-Job Description: To promote upcoming events and shows via email and the 
Experience Scottsdale website. This will be a relativity easy job as all the copy, 
advertising contacts and promotion has been kept and contact to a graphic artist 
will be available. Basically the job requires you to type words, dates and times in 
a timely manner.

-RECORDING SECRETARY: (Marti Thorson would like to step down this year)

-Job Description: Take notes at the General Meeting the first Tuesday of every 
month and at the Board Meeting every fourth Tuesday of the month. Notes must 
be typed up and submitted to all Board Members and filed by the President. 
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-SAL Election-
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     Stay home !....How did you spend your time?

      "Argentine Giant in Bloom" 
oil 111"x14"1

        by Marsha Lazar Klinger
(Another view of the beautiful Argentine 
giant in bloom. Its huge blooms last for 
such a short time one can only 
capture their beauty with a camera.)) 

        "Colorful Cacti IV"  11
oil 11"x14"  

 by Marsha Lazar Klinger
((I love this Argentine giant and I 

can't seem to paint it enough. 
Always brings  me joy.))

A message from the editor.
Dear Artist I am very glad for your enthusiastic response and submittal of photos of artworks you created during 
this pandemic confinement. Please continue to do it. It is a way to stay connected, to show you are engaged with 
your art and to give all your artists colleagues  the possibility to appreciate your creativity. Unfortunately due to the 
number of photos received, the News Letter has increased in size (Megabites) up to a level that I cannot email it to 
Kathy for posting it on the Web Site. The solution is to scale down the size of the photos. Starting this month all 
photos of artworks received for previous issues of the News Letter will be reduced in size.  Only photos of new 
artworks will be shown in large size as done in previous issues.  Photos submitted from April  through August are 
shown on page 7 to 20. Photos submitted this month are shown on pages 21-22. 
Once again, Congratulations to all artists for submitting and the quality of the artworks . 

      "Blowing in the Wind" 
oil 16"x 20" 

by Marsha Lazar Klinger 
(Hiking in the Phoenix Mountain 
Preserve, I came upon this tree and 
knew I had to paint it. With the 
abundance of rain, everything is in 
bloom.))

"Two Totem Pole" 2 
2 panels 116"x30" each oil
 by Marsha Lazar Klinger

(This started as 2 one paintings but put together they 
serve as one much better.This  cactus is in Marsha's front 
yard and she loves the ins and outs of its bumpy forms.) 

 "My Underpainting is Pink" 1
  oil 16"xx 20"20 

      by Marsha Lazar Klinger
(I started this at the Devour at DBG and the day 
was cloudy and I was bold by toning this canvas Hot 
Pink. Here are the results.))
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          "Hot Afternoon, Gonzales, Texas" 1
16"x20" oil

by Kathy Wadsworth
(I took the photo  while camping in Gonzales, TX)

        "Four Peaks in Snow" 3
30"x40" oil in gallery wrap canvas

by Patrick Serie
((This is an imaginary snow scene based on one of 

my popular paintings of Four Peaks.))

 "Sunflower" 22"x28" Mosaic 
          by Robin Schweitzer
(This is my newest project I have been 
working on during   the pandemic.))

 "Buffalo" 
      Acrylic painting on slate

by  Barbarann Mainzer
(This is one of the many paintings I have 
been working on. This piece has been 

already sold.))

"Peach-faced Lovebirds" Acrylic painting on slate
by Barbarann Mainzer

(I did this because I need some joy and color in my life right now))
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"Untitled at this point" 11
11"x14" Watercolor

by Marti Thorson
( Iam working on this)

"Sunday's still life" 18"x22" oil
 by Diane Scholar 

   "Cactus Flower" 14"x11" Oil
             by Delfina  Valentini
(I started this piece on March 14 at the 
Desert Botanical Garden and finished it 
at home.))

"Agave" 224"x24" oil   
by Delfina Valentini 

(I started this piece on March 7 at the 
Desert Botanical Garden and 

finished it at home.))

    Corona Corona" 
   18"x18"x  2", mixed media 

by Freddie Lieberman
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"Let the Music Play"
22" X 50" Mosaic, Mixed Media & Painting 

by Delfina Valentini 
((I have been working on this piece for 

several months and I have been able to 
complete it during the recent quarantine.))

"BAM!"
   24"x 24"x 2" Mixed Media

   by Freddie Lieberman 

((Like most artists, I'm an 
optimist so I have to believe 

that this will clear out one day 
and we can live  an almost 
normal life. Maybe we can 
even improve the lives of 

those who were previously 
left behind.))

"Mom's Sunflowers"
  watercolor 24"x 36" 

by Pamela Shearer

I refuse to let this quarantine get me down. 
The first week of May I felt a little sad so I 
decided to let sunflowers lift my spirits. Here 
they are.))

"Flower Moon Petals"
(Cotyledon Orbiculata aka  Pig’s Ear)

 11"x 14" Watercolor/white gouache by Jean Rossman

(Since Covid-19, I’have had languid moments to enjoy garden 
photo opportunities. From my succulent collection, I buddied up 
with this fat Cotyledon Orbiculata aka Pig's hear. The full 
moon in May is called the Flower Moon and I think the 
leaves of this plant look like fallen petals from a Flower 
Moon.  A nice romantic title for a chubby succulent.))
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 “Back At The Top” 
 12"x 16" oil 

  by Gary Binder

(For anyone who's hiked  Grand  Canyon or would like to 
try someday, the way down looks daunting, but it’s easier 
than you might expect if you prepare. The view changes 
minute by minute, and you get to a point where you 
can feel the Colorado River by its moisture and by 
listening to birds and water. After you take a break 
and start back up, the realization hits that the 
preparation was worth the time and energy. It’s a long slog, 
and soon becomes a mental rather than physical effort 
to stay focused and moving forward. Staying the course 
is the only way to get to the top. Achieving this 
changes everyone who does it a bit differently, but each 
person can find added strength in having done so.  Prepare, 
stay the course, stay focused. We'll get through this.)

  “Protective Sister" 
11"x 14" oil on canvas
   by Brigitte Scanlon

(When you have a husband with a bad immune system 
the virus definitely gives me feelings of protectiveness  of 
him and also myself so I don’t bring the virus back to him 
as I won’t let him out of the house unless it is for his blood 
draws and shots.)

 "Blue  Finds His Spot"
36"x 24"Acrylic/wax pencil/fluid acrylics

by Kathy Parks

(I have challenged myself to do a series of 5-8 
paintings in limited color palette that I normally 
   would not use...this is one of the paintings.  

I have finished 5...3 more to go.
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       "Pandemic Prima Donna"
         9.12"x 14" Oil on canvas 
        by Marsha Lazar Klinger

(Shiva is the East Indian god of 
destruction and in his many hands he 
holds the COVID-19 virus. That is my 
depiction of this pandemic. It has 
destroyed many livelihoods and 
changed the American way of life. But 
as there is Yin and Yang in all 
situations, good has come of this 
pandemic as well as bad.) 

"Awakening" 
 12"x16" oil

 by Linda Hawkins

(I did this because there is hope on the 
horizon; we will come through this 
together. The sun will rise and there may 
be clouds, but that's OK.)

" Lucille Organizing the TP"
5"x 7" watercolor by Barb McGuire  

" Lucille when she realizes it is just 10am" 
5"x 7" watercolor by Barb McGuire

( light hearted images for this pandemic 
created by Barb McGuire in watercolor. The 

cartoon goose name is Lucille.)

"Lucille Rests" 
5"x7" watercolor by Barb McGuire
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"Two Pots"
    48"x 48" Acrylic on stretched canvas

by Terry Meisenburg

(This recent painting reflects my 
response to the Covid quarantine. A 

time for calm reflection.)

 "Virus Attack"
    24"x 30" Oil

by A. R. Bourque

"Yesterday"
11"x 14' Oil  by Leslie Austin 

"Today" 
8"x10" Oil by Leslie Austin

(I feel almost guilty that I find this time staying home as an advantage for experimenting with 
different art techniques.  These paintings are two of my experiments in oil.  I started out as a portrait but I 
became frustrated with the mouth so I came up with this solution.  Don't get frustrated with your paintings just Mask 
them!)
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"Black Hawks"
          8" x 8" oil by Barbara Lacy

(I was bird watching and saw these two birds 
stopping on my fence. I just painted them) "Nurse Amanda" 

12" x 16" Oil on Panel by Paige Stone 
(I just finished this portrait of ”Nurse Amanda”, 

who happens to be my niece and my hero).

 "New Day Rising" (A Prayer for The Children)
                18"x 18"x 2", mixed media 
                   by Freddie Lieberman
(This piece was inspired by the protests that are 
taking place all over the world.  My heart goes out 
for the indignities that Blacks have to live with on a 
daily basis and what they have to tell their children 
about survival.)

"Arum Lilies"
  18" x 24" Oil on Canvas   

by Delfina Valentini

(I love flowers, particularly this type of lily. They are originally 
from Africa  where I will like to go again. But due to this 

pandemic we all have to stay home. So, I traveled with 
my fantasy painting these two lilies I photographed when I 

was there.)   
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 "Nightmare"
   31"x 23" Oil on Canvas

by Franco Valentini
(I am not a pessimistic person, but one  recent night I had a  sort 
of bad dream and I saw a city destroyed.  No people around. Not 
sure if it was the consequence of the pandemic, or some other 
destructive force. I woke up and  had a strong desire to 
reproduce what I saw in my  dream. Using my photography art? 
Impossible! My only solution was to paint it. The dream 
was monochrome and I used only one color.)   

"Amberacea"
36" x 48" Oil on Canvas 

by Catie Barron
(This covid time has been a busy one for me. I have received 
a few commissions from collectors who apparently have 
been forced to spend too much time at home. I guess it's 
like a prolonged winter in that regard, that they want to fix up 
or add something to their home. This one just shipped out 
back to Illinois.) 

"Birthday Rose No. 2" 
 4"x 6" Pencil by Marti Thorson

(This is a rose that was in a birthday bouquet I received while in 
Colorado (where I still am). I don’t have any art supplies with me but, 
can always find a good, old No 2 pencil. I needed to draw 
something!!  
I love to draw and, since I’m still recovering from my broken knee, it 
keeps me occupied and less anxious about the whole situation.) 
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"I did not name it yet" 
Mosaic mixed media 20"x23" by Delfina Valentini

(This is my last mosaic creation. I did not named it 
yet. Background is made of sea Shells. Flowers and leaves 
are enamels and stems are white gold.)

 "GoldenTan" 
 24"x12"" Acrylic    
 by Sandy Tracey

"Underwater" 
24" x 30" Acrylic 
by Sandy Tracey
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 "Monsoon Spectacle"   
 18"x18" Mixed Media by  Freddie Lieberman

(The only relief from this oppressive heat is an evening 
monsoon storm complete with a spectacular light show.)

"Framed Jaguar"  
             Digital Photo 12"x14" 

by Franco Valentini

(I love animals. They are major subject of my photography. 
Due to Covid-19 pandemic I cannot travel  and take new 
photos of them. So I decided to print some of my preferred 
shots and frame them. I ordered  two frames but they did not 
arrived from China due to the same problem. Then what to 
do? I framed my two photos using  Photoshop and made the 
subjects free not being caged by the frame.)  

"Framed Lion"           
Digital Photo       

12"x14"           
by Franco Valentini
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"Attack of Covid 19"
  Acrylic on canvas and Fabric 24"x20"

by Laurie Schaefer 

"Into the Abyss"    
Watercolor on Paper 22"x 28"

by LaurieSchaefer

"Water Lilies"
 Watercolor on paper 18"x 24" 

by Laurie Schaefer 
(I was very anxious about the pandemic and saw the virus as 
an unrelenting onslaught. I then stopped painting for a few weeks, 
consumed with fear, more for my family than myself, and hit a wall. Then I 
painted the  “Into the Abyss”. I am in a better place now, and since water 
lilies are one of my favorite flowers, it gave me joy comfort to paint them .)

"New Normal   
Portrait" Acrylic 5"x12"

by Barbarann Mainzer

(I was thinking of all the changes that have 
transpired since I last saw the members of SAL at a 
general meeting. I was missing them and wanted 
them not to forget who I am. So I painted this “new 
normal” portrait of myself and Jack. It is about 5 x 12 
in size. I don’t usually do portraits of people so this 
was a stretch and go exercise. Hope to see you all 
soon.)



   "Desert Sagebrush"     
18" X 24"Oil on canvas         
  by Kathy Wadsworth

 "Aspen" 
 Oil 16"x 20"       

by Karen Loftus

"St. Louis Canyon Waterfall" Starved Rock State Park Utica, IL.
36" X 24"Gallery Wrapped oil Painting

by Karen Loftus
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(My 2011 IMac graphic card failed at the beginning of August. Expected time for the repair  was estimated to about 
a month due to difficulty to find the same graphic card on the market. What to do? I bought  a new IMac computer!  
The problem was that I had to down load new softwares and learn  how to use them. Very boring! This is what I 
was able to achieve after  a full day immersion on the new Photoshop 2020. My bald eagle got so tired to be used, 
cropped, copied, pasted and repainted that at the end it flew away. But I printed before it disappeared. Yeah!)

 "My Bald Eagle flew away"
       Digital Photo 20'x30"           
        by Franco Valentini

 "Portrait of Mary Jeanne"
             10"x 11" Watercolor       

by Jackie Schwartz
"Portrait of Neal" 

      11"x14" Watercolor   
      by Jackie Schwartz
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"Citiscape"
    12"x 24" Mixed MediaCollage on cradle board

by Lela Goldstein

"Siena Lavender & Lemon"
 11" x 14" Mixed Media/collage on cradle board

by Lela Goldstein



"My bald eagle flew back into the frame"
Digital photo 30"x 20"
by Franco Valentini

"After a month my bald eagle flew back into the frame. I understand now why she flew away 
last month. Not because tired to be part of my working with Photoshop, but because she 
was hungry.  You will notice there is  blood on her beak, meaning she got something to eat."
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-9/11 tribute sends blue beams into Phoenix sky-

-September is a month to  remember-



-Buffalo Soldier Memorial-

Your help is needed to recognize and preserve AZ history by supporting the Buffalo Soldiers of 
Arizona Territory. Three bronze sculptures will be placed in Wesley Bolin Memorial Park. The 
monument is the creation of Hal Stewart, Navy veteran, artist and volunteer art instructor to 
children and veterans.
Project completion is estimated at $440,000. Arizona rich culture will be preserved with your 
donation to recognize the Buffalo Soldiers of the Arizona Territory.
Your donation is needed to complete this history preserving monument. Please contribute today 
and team with several businesses that have donated their services of structural, architectural 
and Civil Engineering by offsetting expensive preparation costs.
Please contribute to this worthy cause and help to recognize a Navy veteran and Patriot who 
freely donates his time and talent by giving back to the community.

Direct your tax deductible payment to,
www.buffalosoldiersazterritorymomument.com, 
click on Pay Pal, Go Fund Me or make checks payable to 
Buffalo Soldiers AZ Territory and mail to, PO Box 20883,    
Mesa, AZ 85277-0883. Visit the informative website to learn 
more about the Buffalo Soldiers of Arizona Territory.

  Please donate now!

Buffalo Soldiers AZ Territory Monument is a 501 c 3 non-profit organization, IRS Tax Exempt No. 51-0662449
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Hal Stewart with approved prototype 
of life size mounted Buffalo Soldier.



-SAL Member Critique-
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SAL Member Critique will resume on 
October 6th.  
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-Couriosity-

-A Volcano in Ethiopia that burns light blue-

This is an image created without using colour filters or digital enhancement. 

 It's a volcano, but not as we know it. This cerulean eruption takes place in the Danakil 
Depression, a low-lying plain in Ethiopia. The volcano's lava is the usual orange-red  

the blue comes from flames produced when escaping sulphuric gases burn. 
The shot was taken at dusk when electric blue flame were visible

Very unusual and beautiful colors !

(because artists like colors)
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-Membership-

 Shannon O'Donnell confirms that  SAL has 131 members. 
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-Few funny cartoons-
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Remember to Like Us on Facebook and Follow Us on Instagram (@azartalliance)!

Judy Delmonico-Roll 
jdelmonico-roll@cox.net 

We miss seeing everyone.  Hope you are staying safe, healthy and informed. 

Veterans’ Art Classes
Some art groups are holding virtual classes for veterans during these uncertain times.  
Check the website www.azveteranartprogram.com for information.  

Changes in AZ Art Alliance Leadership
David Bradley is our new President.  Tess Mosko Scherer takes over as Secretary.  
Both David and Tess have been active in the arts community for many years and have 
previously served as Guild Presidents.  Eventually, they will nominate additional board 
members to replace the current Alliance Board.  Tess will be contacting Member 
Leagues for input about how we can work together for the mutual benefit of all.
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President
Marsha Lazar-Klinger, 513-515-4121 mlazarklin@gmail.com

1st Vice President for Programs 
Laurie Schaefer , 480-363-6545 laurie.schaefer65@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President of Shows temporarily a team made of members:  

Pamela Shearer, 480-628-2072 pamelas.az@cox.net, 
Judy Curran (Marketing), 480-232-4917 judykcurran@yahoo.com 
Robin Schweitzer, 602-849-2614 robingailschweitzer@gmail.com 
Sharon Elliott,  602-361-1794 whittlewomen@gmail.com   
Leslie Austin, 602-818-2406 laustin39@cox.net
Barbarann Mainzer (panels), 603-361-8358 ba7jax@gmail.com

Treasurer
Donna Lewis, 480-695-4295 treasurer@scottsdaleartistsleague.org

Recording Secretary
Marti Thorson 269-578-6145 watercolor4life@gmail.com 

CorrespondingSecretary
Joan Fuller 360-690-6854  jisiefuller0@gmail.com

SAL Chairmen

SAL Board Members

Oct SAL Art Beat 31

Critique
Jim Garrison, 480-969-4405 jimgarr1@cox.net
David  Flitner, 480-831-8958 filtner@cox.net
Donna Levine, 602-574-1978 dalart@earthlink.net

Membership
Shannon Gurley O'Donnell, 602-615-0649 Shannon@paintingsbyshannon.com

Artist of the Month
Vivian Gordon, 480-248-9989 artvivian@gmail.com
Kathy Parks, 480-759-0417 kqparksart@gmail.com

Publicity Director
TBD

Website and Eblast
Kathy Wadsworth, 623-500-8001 Kwads6890@yahoo.com
Social
Ute Merkle, 480-207-1604 klmerkle@gmail.com

AAA Representative
Judy Delmonico-Roll, 480-990-1359 Jdelmonico-roll@cox.net 

Newsletter
Franco Valentini, 623-825-0395 francosp@centurylink.net



 Franco

SAL Art Beat Editor
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Greetings to all of you, 

Finally! After more than six months we are going to  have a live General Meeting section again. We 
will be able to connect in person with our  artist's friends, to have the possibility to enjoy the critique  
of our artworks and to present our last creation for the Artist of the Month contest. In short, life 
is going back to normal even if we have to take some precautions. But we will do it, happy 
to participate and keep alive SAL. I am confident things will move a more positive direction 
the months to come and all past confinement and limitations will be forgotten. That's the 
beauty of human being. We are able to go through difficult periods of time and then with joy rebuild 
whatever has been lost.  It is a new dawn after a dark period and as such I offer you a beautiful 
sunrise over the ocean, over the water that is the main and most important element of all lives on this 
planet.  
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