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Letter from the President of Scottsdale Artists League

Greetings!

Happy Creating 

 Marsha Lazar-Klinger

Ah, the dog days of summer…hot, hot, hot! And the 
pandemic makes it worse with no place to go for a 
change of scenery or escape the face mask. 
Everything starts to melt after 10 AM. Brunch can be 
served with eggs and bacon fried right on our own 
sidewalk, with homes fries taking just a bit longer. 
All in jest, of course. However, my very first summer 
in Arizona, a friend from Massachusetts really fried 
an egg on the sidewalk and took her 15 minutes to 
cook an egg with a hard yoke. I also remember going 
back to Ohio in August and the Arizona heat suits me 
just fine! Low humidity with high temperatures versus 94 degrees with 95-99% humidity 
always makes Arizona the better choice. Wonder where I am going with this…there are 
always choices to be made whether it is in your artwork or life. Artwork can be 
manipulated by doing a series of the same subject with different approaches. Certain 
colors can set a mood as well as accenting certain shapes to tell a different story or 
moving the composition around to focus on a different aspect. Have fun experimenting 
with your art and make hard and/or different choices. Now the choices you make in life I 
cannot help you with, but you made a great choice in choosing to live in Arizona. Please 
revel in the wonders of Arizona and make your art reflect that joy; be thankful for the 
beautiful, blue skies, the mountain vistas, the cool streams in Northern Arizona and the 
many artists in this area that you can learn and grow as an artist. I wish everyone good 
health, wise choices and joy that is all around you to behold. Stay safe, take care and 
keep cool.
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July 2020 Speaker, 

At this point in time it cannot be confirmed 
yet if the August General Meeting will be 
held. Therefore, no Presenter has been 
scheduled. 



-Reports and Announcements-
-Marsha Lazar Klinger- President

-Scottsdale Artists' School Fine Art Show-
The Scottsdale Artists’ School Show was a success! We had 38 entries insuring 
everyone who entered was accepted due to the fact we had plenty of wall space to 
hang everyone's art. Everyone had their temperatures taken to enter the show and 
face masks were required by everyone and the intake staff even had disposal 
gloves. Huge kudos to Barbarann Mainzer, Kathy Wadsworth, Donna Lewis and 
Marsha LAZAR Klinger for handling all aspects of this show. Kathy Wadsworth set 
up Zoom so our Heidi Hogden could judge without being physically in the room. 
Ms. Hogden teaches drawing and painting at ASU. Mega thanks for her judgement 
and time.
And the winners are:

-BEST OF SHOW, “Snowy Egret” an oil by Delfina Valentini

-1ST PLACE, “Sunrise on the Mountains”, an oil by Marsha LAZAR Klinger

-2nd PLACE, “ First Responders”, an oil by Bob Kwait

-3RD PLACE “Hasta La Vista”, a watercolor by Jean Rossman

-HONORABLE MENTIONS

-“Pretty Woman”, watercolor by Jackie Schwartz

-“Weathered Reflection”, oil by Peggy Hunt

-“Totem Pole Tower”, oil by Marsha LAZAR Klinger

-“Sacred Dance”, watercolor by Shannon Gurley O’Donnell

-“Arizona Agave”, oil by Marsha LAZAR Klinger

The Show can be viewed Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM. Masks are 
required and temperatures taken and limited group size enforced. An Opening 
Reception is in the discussion stage at this time and we will inform the League if 
one occurs. Thanks to everyone who participated and all the artwork was 
wonderful! Photos of all artworks can be seen  on pages  41 to 51.
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-It is election time. We will hold our elections at the first opportunity because of 
the CO-VID19. We have three (3) positions to be filled and hope you will step up 
and fill them.

-PUBLICITY: (Mark Algar has permanently moved back to Canada and will be 
missed)
-Job Description: To promote upcoming events and shows via email and the 
Experience Scottsdale website. This will be a relativity easy job as all the copy, 
advertising contacts and promotion has been kept and contact to a graphic artist 
will be available. Basically the job requires you to type words, dates and times in 
a timely manner.

-RECORDING SECRETARY: (Marti Thorson would like to step down this year)
-Job Description: Take notes at the General Meeting the first Tuesday of every 
month and
at the Board Meeting every fourth Tuesday of the month. Notes must be typed up 
and submitted to all Board Members and filed by the President.

-CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: (Susan O’Hara also would like to step down)
-Job Description: To write and mail Thank You, Sympathy and Get Well cards to 
members in need. Most members have blank cards to donate and postage will be 
paid by the League.
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-SAL Election-
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Stay home order!....How did you spend your time?

"Argentine Giant in Bloom" oil 11"x14" 
         by Marsha Lazar Klinger

(Another view of the beautiful Argentine 
Giant in bloom. Its huge blooms last for 
such a short time one can only capture 
their beauty with a camera.) 

   "Colorful Cacti IV"  11"x14" oil
  by Marsha Lazar Klinger

 (I love this Argentine Giant and I can’t 
   seem to paint it enough. Always brings
  me joy.)

All artists have been asked to show what they have created during 
the Covid 19 confinement. Many have replied last April (page 5 to 11). Many 
have sent photos of their creations made in May (page 12 to 26). Additional 
photos of artworks have been received in June (page 27 to 29). Photo 
of artworks created during the month of July have been included 
into August Art Beat (page 30 to 51). Congratulations to all artists for the 
submittal of their great works. 
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      "Blowing in the Wind" 16"x20" oil
      by Marsha Lazar Klinger

(Hiking in the Phoenix Mountain Preserve, I 
came upon this tree and knew I had to paint 
it. With the abundance of rain, everything is 
in bloom.)

"My Underpainting is Pink" 16"x20 oil
 by Marsha Lazar Klinger

(I started this at the Devour at DBG and 
the day was cloudy and I was bold by 
toning this canvas Hot Pink. Here are 
the results.)

"Two Totem Pole" 2 panels 16"x30" each oil
 by Marsha Lazar Klinger

  (This started as 2 one paintings but put
  together they serve as one much better.
 This  cactus is in Marsha's front yard and 
she loves the ins and outs of its bumpy forms.) 
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"Hot Afternoon, Gonzales, Texas" 16"x16" Oil
    by Kathy Wadsworth

  (I took the reference photo while camping in Gonzales,TX last October)

"Four Peaks in Snow" 30"x40" Oil in gallery wrap canvas
by Patrick Serie

(This is an imaginary snow scene based on one of my popular paintings of Four Peaks)
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 "Sunflower" 22"x28" Mosaic
      by Robin Schweitzer

  (This is my newest project I 
  have been working on during
  the pandemic)

"Buffalo" Acrylic painting on slate
by Barbarann Mainzer

         (This is one of the many paintings I have been working on 
This piece has been already sold.)
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         "Peach-faced Lovebirds" Acrylic Painting on slate
           by Barbarann Mainzer

(I did this because I need some joy and color in my life right now)

 "Untitled at this point" 11"x14" Watercolor
  by Marti Thorson
(I am working on this)



"Sunday's still life" 18"x22" oil 
             by Diane Scholar

"Cactus Flower" 14"x11" Oil
       by Delfina Valentini

(I started this piece on March 14 at the Desert Botanical Garden and finished it at home)
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"Agave" 24"x 24" oil
  by Delfina Valentini

( I started this piece on March 7 at the Desert Botanical Garden and finished it at home.)
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     Corona Corona" 
     18"x18"x 2", mixed media 

by Freddie Lieberman
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"Let the Music Play"
22" X 50" Mosaic, Mixed Media 

& Painting 
by Delfina Valentini 

(I have been working on this piece for several months and I have been able 
to complete it during the recent quarantine)



Aug SAL Art Beat 13

            "BAM!"
24"x 24"x 2" Mixed Media
   by Freddie Lieberman 

(Like most artists, I'm an optimist so I have to believe that this will clear out one 
day and we can live  an almost normal life. Maybe we can even improve 
the lives of those who were previously left behind.)
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"Mom's Sunflowers"
  watercolor 24"x 36" 
  by Pamela Shearer

(I refuse to let this quarantine get me down. The first week of May I felt a little sad 
so I decided to let sunflowers lift my spirits. Here they are.)



Aug SAL Art Beat 15

"Flower Moon Petals"
(Cotyledon Orbiculata aka  Pig’s Ear)
 11"x 14" Watercolor/white gouache 

by Jean Rossman

(Since Covid-19, I’ve had languid moments to enjoy garden photo opportunities.  
From my succulent collection, I buddied up with this fat Cotyledon Orbiculata 
aka Pig’s Ear.  The full moon in May is called the Flower Moon and I think the 
leaves of this plant look like fallen petals from a Flower Moon.  A nice romantic 
title for a chubby succulent.)



 “Back At The Top” 
 12"x 16" oil 

  by Gary Binder

For anyone who’s hiked Grand Canyon or would like to try someday, the way down 
looks daunting, but it’s easier than you might expect if you prepare. The view changes 
minute by minute, and you get to a point where you can feel the Colorado River by its 
moisture and by listening to birds and water. After you take a break and start back up, 
the realization hits that the preparation was worth the time and energy. It’s a long slog, 
and soon becomes a mental rather than physical effort to stay focused and moving 
forward. Staying the course is the only way to get to the top. Achieving this changes 
everyone who does it a bit differently, but each person can find added strength in having 
done so.  Prepare, stay the course, stay focused. We’ll get through this.

Aug SAL Art Beat 16



  “Protective Sister" 
11"x 14" oil on canvas
   by Brigitte Scanlon

(When you have a husband with a bad immune system the virus definitely gives 
me feelings of protectiveness  of him and also myself so I don’t bring the virus back 
to him as I won’t let him out of the house unless it is for his blood draws and shots.)
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I have challenged myself to do a series of 5-8 paintings in limited color palette that 
I normally would not use...this is one of the paintings.  I have finished 5...3 more to go.

             "Blue  Finds His Spot"
36"x 24"Acrylic/wax pencil/fluid acrylics

by Kathy Parks
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"Pandemic Prima Donna" 
9.12"x 14" Oil on canvas

by Marsha Lazar Klinger

(Shiva is the East Indian god of destruction and in his many hands he holds 
the CO-VID19 virus. That is my depiction of this pandemic. It has destroyed 
many livelihoods and changed the American way of life. But as there is Yin and 
Yang in all situations, good has come of this pandemic as well as bad.) 
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      "Awakening" 
        12"x16" oil

 by Linda Hawkins

(I did this because there is hope on the horizon; we will come through this together. 
The sun will rise and there may be clouds, but that's OK.)
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"Lucille Rests" 
5"x 7" watercolor 
by Barb McGuire

" Lucille Organizing the TP"
         5"x 7" watercolor 

by Barb McGuire

" Lucille when she realizes it is just 10am"
5"x 7" watercolor 
by Barb McGuire

( light hearted images for this pandemic 
created by Barb McGuire in watercolor. 
The cartoon goose name is Lucille.)
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(This recent painting reflects my response to the Covid quarantine. A time for calm 
reflection.)

Aug SAL Art Beat 22

"Two Pots"
    48"x 48" Acrylic on stretched canvas

by Terry Meisenburg



  "Virus Attack"
    24"x 30" Oil
by A. R. Bourque
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   "Yesterday"
  11"x 14' Oil 

     by Leslie Austin 

(I feel almost guilty that I find this time staying home as an advantage for 
experimenting with different art techniques.  These paintings are two of my 
experiments in oil.  I started out as a portrait but I became frustrated with the mouth so 
I came up with this solution.  Don't get frustrated with your paintings just Mask them!)
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       "Today"
      8"x10" Oil
 by Leslie Austin



   "Black Hawks"
        8"x 8" oil
  by Barbara Lacy 

(I was bird watching and saw these two birds stopping on my fence. I just painted them)
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   "Nurse Amanda"
  12'x16" Oil on Panel 
       by Paige Stone

(I just finished this portrait of ”Nurse Amanda”, who happens to be my niece and my hero).
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"New Day Rising" (A Prayer for The Children)
18"x 18"x 2", mixed media

by Freddie Lieberman

(This piece was inspired by the protests that are taking place all over the world.  My 
heart goes out for the indignities that Blacks have to live with on a daily basis and what 
they have to tell their children about survival.)



            "Arum Lilies"
    18"x 24" Oil on Canvas
       by Delfina Valentini

(I love flowers, particularly this type of lily. They are originally from Africa  where I will 
like to go again. But due to this pandemic we all have to stay home. So, I traveled 
with my fantasy painting these two lilies I photographed when I was there.)   
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           "Nightmare"
   31"x 23" Oil on Canvas

     by Franco Valentini

I am not a pessimistic person, but one  recent night I had a  sort of bad dream and I 
saw a city destroyed.  No people around. Not sure if it was the consequence of the 
pandemic, or some other destructive force. I woke up and  had a strong desire to 
reproduce what I saw in my  dream. Using my photography art? Impossible! My only 
solution was to paint it. The dream was monochrome and I used only one color.   
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This covid time has been a busy one for me. I have received a few commissions from 
collectors who apparently have been forced to spend too much time at home. I guess 
it's like a prolonged winter in that regard, that they want to fix up or add something to 
their home. This one just shipped out back to Illinois. 

 "Amberacea"
36" x 48" Oil on Canvas

by Catie Barron
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        "Golden Tan"
       24" x 12" Acrylic
       by Sandy Tracey
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"Underwater" 
24" x 30" Acrylic 
by Sandy Tracey
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       "Birthday Rose No. 2"
4"x 6" Pencil 

           by Marti Thorson

This is a rose that was in a birthday bouquet I received while in Colorado (where I 
still am). I don’t have any art supplies with me but, can always find a good, old No 
2 pencil. I needed to draw something!!  
I love to draw and, since I’m still recovering from my broken knee, it keeps me 
occupied and less anxious about the whole situation. 
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"I did not name it yet"
Mosaic mixed media 20"x23"

by Delfina Valentini

This is my last mosaic creation. I did not named it yet. Background is made of 
sea Shells. Flowers and leaves are enamels and stems are white gold.



   "Monsoon Spectacle"
   18"x18" Mixed Media

by  Freddie Lieberman

The only relief from this oppressive heat is an evening 
monsoon storm complete with a spectacular light show.
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I love animals. They are major subject of my photography. Due to Covid19 pandemic I 
cannot travel  and take new photos of them. So I decided to print some of my preferred 
shots and frame them. I ordered  two frames but they did not arrived from China due to 
the same problem. Then what to do? I framed my two photos using  Photoshop 
and made the subjects free not being caged by the frame.  

    "Framed Lion" 
Digital Photo 12 "x14"
by Franco Valentini

 "Framed Jaguar"  
Digital Photo 12"x14"
by Franco Valentini
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 "Attack of Covid 19"
  Acrylic on canvas and Fabric 24"x20"

by Laurie Schaefer 
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"Into the Abyss"
   Watercolor on Paper 22"x 28"
             by LaurieSchaefer
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I was very anxious about the pandemic and saw the virus as an unrelenting onslaught. 
I then stopped painting for a few weeks, consumed with fear, more for my family 
than myself, and hit a wall. Then I painted the  “Into the Abyss”. I am in a better place now, 
and since water lilies are one of my favorite flowers, it gave me joy comfort to paint them .

                 "Water Lilies"
       Watercolor on paper 18"x 24"

by Laurie Schaefer
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I was thinking of all the changes that have transpired since I last saw the members of 
SAL at a general meeting. I was missing them and wanted them not to forget who I am. 
So I painted this “new normal” portrait of myself and Jack. It is about 5 x 12 in size. I 
don’t usually do portraits of people so this was a stretch and go exercise. Hope to see 
you all soon.

   "New Normal Portrait" 
           Acrylic 5"x12"
  by Barbarann Mainzer
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-Scottsdale Artists' School Fine Art Show-

Here are photos of all 38 entries to the Fine Art Show.  Congratulations to the winners 
and best wishes to all attending artists for a real successful Show.

Please note that for the artwork under glass, the photos have been taken with an 
angle in order to remove or reduce reflections.  

        -Best of Show-
         "Snowy Egret"
   Oil on canvas18"x 24"
     by Delfina Valentini                          

  "1st Place"
"Sunrise on the Mountains"

Oil on canvas 20"x16"   
by Marsha Lazar Klinger



        "2nd Place"
         "First Responders"
     Oil on Canvas 18"x 24"
            by Bob Kwait

     "3rd Place"
   "Hasta La Vista"  
Watercolor 11"x14" 

by Jean L. Rossman
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  "Honorable Mention"
      "Pretty Woman" 
     Watercolor 20"x26" 
    by Jackie Schwartz    

   "Honorable Mention"
  "Weathered Reflection"
  Oil on Canvas 16"x 20"
        by Peggy Hunt
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  "Honorable Mention"
  "Arizona Agave"

 Oil on Canvas 16"x 20"
by Marsha Lazar Klinger

  "Honorable Mention" 
"Totem Pole Tower"     

Oil on Canvas 15"x 30" 
by Marsha Lazar Klinger
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 "Honorable Mention" 
      "Sacred Dance" 

    Watercolor 12"x 9"  
by Shannon O'Donnell 
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"A Walk in the Garden"
      Oil on canvas 
     by Judy Curran

      "Warning Lynx"
       Acrylic 11"x14"
by Barbarann Mainzer

"Sea Caves, Portugal"
  Watercolor 22"x18"   
by Doralee Ewing

    "Arabian Stallion" 
Oil on Canvas 24'x24"
  by Delfina Valentini

   "Seeing is Believing"
Digital Painting 20"x16"
    by Michael Brady

"Sam Cooke" "A Change is Gonna Come"
              Oil on Canvas 9"x12"

by Paige Stone



       "Anticipation"
    Watercolor 22'x15"
    by Jean Rossman

      "Horse Portrait"
      Acrylic 36"x36'
   by Delfina Valentini

   "Fall Splendor"
    Acrylic 12"x24"
  by Sandy Tracey

Aug SAL Art Beat 47



         "Butterfly"
     Acrylic 11"x14"   

by Doralee P. Ewing

           "Anticipation"
  Pastel on Paper 13 1/2" x 18"
            by Peggy hunt

"Pig's Ear Cotyledon Orbiculata"
        Watercolor 14"x11" 
          by Jean Rossman

           "Wise One" 
        Acrylic 10"x10"

     by Barbarann Mainzer

        "Mystic Script"
  Oil and Cold wax 16"x14"
      by Barbara Bagan

"Desert Grassland"
  Acrylic 15"x18"
by Sandy Tracey
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            "Bon Iver"
Oil and cold wax 12"x16"      

by Barbara  Bagan

"She Sells Sea Shells"  
Digital Print 16"x20"    
by Michael Brady

  "Not Even a Nibble"
Oil on Canvas 12"x16"
     By Bob Kwait

          "Evensong"
Oil on Cold Wax 14"x11"
      by Barbara Bagan
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          "Scotch Mist"
     Oil on canvas 18"x24"
          by Bob Kwait

"The Narrows, Zion National Park" 
Acrylic 16"x20"

by Doralee P. Ewing

 "I Could've Had a Dog"
  Digital Painting 20"x16"
    by Michael Brady

     "Ready to Work"
       Acrylic 14"x15'
 by Barbarann Mainzer
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  "Old Adobe Mission"
 Oil on canvas 16"x20"
   by Paige Stone

   "Lilies in the Garden"
    oil on Canvas 11"x14"
        by Judy Curran

 "Camping in Yosemite"
 Oil on canvas 11"x14"
      by Judy Curran 
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     "Golden Tan" 
   Acrylic 24"x2" 
by Sandy Tracey

   "Big Hair Break-up" 
Oil on Canvas 16"x20"

by Paige Stone
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                   "Blue Spirit"
     Pastel on Paper 191/2" x 141/2"

             by Peggy Hunt



-Buffalo Soldier Memorial-

Your help is needed to recognize and preserve AZ history by supporting the Buffalo Soldiers of 
Arizona Territory. Three bronze sculptures will be placed in Wesley Bolin Memorial Park. The 
monument is the creation of Hal Stewart, Navy veteran, artist and volunteer art instructor to 
children and veterans.
Project completion is estimated at $440,000. Arizona rich culture will be preserved with your 
donation to recognize the Buffalo Soldiers of the Arizona Territory.
Your donation is needed to complete this history preserving monument. Please contribute today 
and team with several businesses that have donated their services of structural, architectural 
and Civil Engineering by offsetting expensive preparation costs.
Please contribute to this worthy cause and help to recognize a Navy veteran and Patriot who 
freely donates his time and talent by giving back to the community.

Direct your tax deductible payment to,
www.buffalosoldiersazterritorymomument.com, 
click on Pay Pal, Go Fund Me or make checks payable to 
Buffalo Soldiers AZ Territory and mail to, PO Box 20883,    
Mesa, AZ 85277-0883. Visit the informative website to learn 
more about the Buffalo Soldiers of Arizona Territory.

  Please donate now!

Buffalo Soldiers AZ Territory Monument is a 501 c 3 non-profit organization, IRS Tax Exempt No. 51-0662449
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Hal Stewart with approved prototype 
of life size mounted Buffalo Soldier.



-SAL Member Critique-
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Jim Garrison has notified that Sal Member 
Critique will resume in September, 

providing we will have monthly General 
Meeting at that date.   
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-Some Funny Cartoons-
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-Membership-

As per March 2020 General Meeting, SAL has 133 members. 
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-Curiosity-

This may look like a Nazca Line design or motif etched on the Peruvian 
coastal plain. But it is not. In addition it has not been made by aliens as 
many think the Nazca Lines have been. Also, It may look like an abstract  
painting on rocks. But it is not either, even if it looks like a piece of art. This, 
let's call it composition, is man made and it is not been made for the sake of 
art. It is the aerial view of the Potash mine near Moab, UT. 
It  looks like a nice piece of art, doesn't it ? 



September SAL Art Beat    8
September SAL Art Beat    8

September SAL Art Beat    8

Aug SAL Art Beat 58 

Remember to Like Us on Facebook and Follow Us on Instagram (@azartalliance)!

Judy Delmonico-Roll 
jdelmonico-roll@cox.net 

We hope you are staying safe, healthy and informed. 

Changes in AZ Art Alliance Leadership
The Arizona Art Alliance is undergoing a change designed to carry our organization into the future.  
Michael Brady has announced his resignation as Alliance President and introduced David Bradley 
as our new President.  Tess Mosko Scherer will take over as Secretary from Nancy Troupe.  Both 
David and Tess have been active in the arts community for many years and have previously 
served as Guild Presidents.  David has been a ceramics instructor for many years at Paradise 
Valley Community College.  Tess has a gallery background, social media experience, and is a 
certified life coach.  They have the knowledge and management skills necessary to make the Art 
Alliance bigger, better and more beneficial.  Eventually, they will nominate additional board 
members to replace the current Alliance Board.  With the connections, networks, and knowledge 
of technology that David and Tess have, the current Board feels assured that the Alliance will be 
in good hands going forward.  Tess will be contacting Member Leagues for input about how we 
can work together for the mutual benefit of all.

Great thanks to Mike and Nancy for their many years of dedicated service to the Arizona Art 
Alliance and its Member Leagues!  Luckily, both will remain for a time in advisory roles as the 
Alliance transitions into our new future.     
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President
Marsha Lazar-Klinger, 602-283-4047 mlazarklin@gmail.com

1st Vice President for Programs 
Laurie Schaefer , 480-363-6545 laurie.schaefer65@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President of Shows temporarily a team made of members:  

Pamela Shearer, 480-628-2072 pamelas.az@cox.net, 
Judy Curran (Marketing), 480-232-4917 judykcurran@yahoo.com 
Robin Schweitzer, 602-849-2614 robingailschweitzer@gmail.com 
Sharon Elliott,  602-361-1794 whittlewomen@gmail.com   
Leslie Austin, 602-818-2406 laustin39@cox.net
Barbarann Mainzer (panels), 603-361-8358 ba7jax@gmail.com

Treasurer
Donna Lewis, 480-695-4295 treasurer@scottsdaleartistsleague.org

Recording Secretary
Marti Thorson 269-578-6145 watercolor4life@gmail.com 

CorrespondingSecretary
Susan O'Hara 480-946-1715 scohara711@cox.net

SAL Chairmen

SAL Board Members
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Critique
Jim Garrison, 480-969-4405 jimgarr1@cox.net
David  Flitner, 480-831-8958 filtner@cox.net
Donna Levine, 602-574-1978 dalart@earthlink.net

Membership
Shannon Gurley O'Donnell, 602-615-0649 Shannon@paintingsbyshannon.com

Artist of the Month
Vivian Gordon, 480-248-9989 artvivian@gmail.com
Kathy Parks, 480-759-0417 kqparksart@gmail.com

Publicity Director
TBD

Website and Eblast
Kathy Wadsworth, 623-500-8001 Kwads6890@yahoo.com
Social
Ute Merkle, 480-207-1604 klmerkle@gmail.com

AAA Representative
Judy Delmonico-Roll, 480-990-1359 Jdelmonico-roll@cox.net 

Newsletter
Franco Valentini, 623-825-0395 francosp@centurylink.net



 Franco

SAL Art Beat Editor
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Greetings to all of you, 

At this time of the year I will be enjoying a nice vacation in one exotic place around this 
world. For sure taking photos of wild life animals, birds and new beautiful panoramas. 
That's not meant as a brag; I have been traveling all my life for my job and in private. 
But as of today it is quite different. Like most of you, I have been confined in my home 
for months helping my wife Delfina in the kitchen, and getting familiar with washing 
machine, vacuum cleaner and others domestic appliances. But my mind is always 
wandering around showing me those exotic places I have seen in picture but not visited 
in person yet.
To make the situation worse, now there are limitations to fly to many countries. More, 
flying has become a big burden and it is no so nice, enjoyable and magic like it used to 
be years ago. Talking of magic, it is just a tale but according to one of them at a certain 
point in time in the past, human could used magic to travel. One Thousand and One 
Night collection of Middle Eastern folk tales narrates of a magic flying carpet. It would 
be fascinating to own one of them and fly away from this pandemic. No TSA, no waiting 
line, no delay or cancellation and free of charge ticket. The attached photo is a 
"Flying Carpet" sculpture in one of Jeddah's (Saudi Arabia) square. Just close your 
eyes, let your fantasy wander countrywide and enjoy the flight!
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